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View from the Silicon Surfboard 

Predictions and Projections 
for the New Year 
by Chris Rutkowski 

Well, it's the time of year when tradition 
dictates that one dig out the ol ' crystal 
ball and cast a few glances into the year 
ahead. What will 1986 provide that 1985 
denied us? Well, here are my personal 
predictions: 

• V2 will be declared solid, and very 
few people will care because 
virtually everyone will have 
upgraded to V+. Not because 
V2 isn't good, but because V+ is 
so much better. 

• The majority of QX-10 owners 
using Wordstar today will switch to 
Valdocs. The advantages will have 
become so clear, and the dis
advantages so few that the switch 
will be made spontaneously. 

• Rising Star will introd uce at least 
one product that will be popular on 
a broad variety of computers. 

• CD RO Ms will be showing up 
everywhere. 

• A batch of brand new QX-1 Os wi ll 
be found in the back of someone's 
warehouse-and they will be 
snapped up like hotcakes. 

• "Valdocs" user groups will appear. 
At least one user group will 
specialize in Version 1. 

While these may run the gamut from 
self-fulfillin g prophecy to wishful 
thinking, there is one pred iction which 
is assured- Va/docs for the QX-10 will 
be finished. 

Wishful thinking department 
Had a telephone call last week from an 
irate user who had heard that VMAX 
was supposed to be done by January. 
"Late again, eh?" Well , I'd expected it. I 
acknowledged that VMAX existed as an 
idea, because rumors had shown up on 
Compuserve or some such. There was 

no sense in denying a rumor I knew to 
be true. But other than to disclose which 
micro we were thinking of, which I had 
done at our Meet the Programmers 
Party here in Los Angeles, I said only: 
" Yes" we are working on someth ing. 
"No" I won't tell you the specs, and "No" 
I won't say how much or when. My 
admission that a project exists should 
not be construed as a product release. 
VMAX is an experiment. It might work 
out; it might not. If it works out, we might 
produce it, if the results would justify the 
costs. You wil l certainly be informed if 
the seed bears fruit. 

Growing pains 
On the su bject of real products, V+ 2 
and others, your response has been 
terrifi c .. More than terrifi c; overwhelming. 
Bear in mind that less than a year ago 
we were a R&D firm, 100%. Now we 
have a full line customer service 
department, handle hundreds of sales 
calls each week, support a network of 
Field Reps, and as of this moment are 
shipping orders from stock. Getting to 
this point proved to be an interesting 
challenge. 

For example, last November the release 
of the V+2 update to production 
coinc ided wi th receiving a truckload of 
manuals with a few upside-down pages, 
a box of disks coming back from the 
d isk replicator with the wrong labels 
attached, and a flood of new orders. 
Instant chaos (It all sounds so simple ... ). 
Fortunately, a lesson learned is 
knowledge earned: we now print all 
manuals in-house. Disk duplication will 
be 1 00% in-house within a few weeks. 
By February, even peak loads, such as 
sending out V+3, should be possib le to 
accomplish in an orderly fashion. My 
thanks to the many of you who were 
understanding and helped us help you. 

v+ 
V+3 is in the hoppers. There are some 
terrific new capabilities slated: 

• Spell Checker - It checks the 
spelling in all or in portions of a 
document in a single pass, auto
matically reformats the document, 
and performs other functions. 

• SL/OESHOW - The presentation 
graphics module. It allows you to 
select a set of "s lides" from among 
your .PI C files created in PAINT or 
elsewhere. Each set is called a 
"s lide show". Slideshows can be 
edited: the sequence of the slides, 
their positions on the screen, the 
way in which each image replaces 
the one that preceeds it, and the 
length of time between slides in 
the sequence are all under user 
contro l. Furthermore, slideshows 
can be merged together, and they 
work well with color machines if 
you're lucky enough to have one. 

• Optional Menu Characteristics -
New ease-of-use options will be 
avai lable, inc luding "single key" 
menu selection. 

• INOXBILD - allows indexes to be 
verified and rebuilt, and provides a 
convenient means of indexing 
disks full of non-indexed fil es. 

• Convert - allows data from other 
formats to be converted to Valdocs 
addressbook and cardfile. Also 
allows merging of cardfiles and 
address books. 

And, many more features and speed
ups too numerous to mention. 

Oh, and one last prediction: 1986 will 
see an end to the rumors about the end 
of the micro-computer revolution. The 
good part is just starting.* 

TH E RISING STAR 3 



Letters 

Took a chance on Va/docs+ 

On September 10th of last year, I 
wrote you a steaming letter regarding 
the whole Valdocs 2 business. I was 
extremely critical of Rising Star over the 
horrid quality of the much touted Val docs 
2. I want to apologize for the extremes I 
went to in the that letter, though at the time 
I felt I had good reason. 

I am a relatively healthy looking, all but 
totally disabled person, as a result of an 
exotic heart virus picked up in the high
lands of Peru. (Before my enforced 
"retirement" I was an anthropologist.) 
Finding myself in this situation, only able 
to basically sit or lie my life away in bed, I 
resolved to teach myself computers. I 
have done so-so, and even have found 
the occasional "consulting" job I could 
do at home. I started doing too much 
running from business to business late in 
the year; realizing I either had to junk Val 2 
or take a chance on Valdocs+. I gambled 
and ordered Valdocs+. 

I have finally checked out most of the 
Valdocs+ system and have nothing but 
Hosannahs for what it does. It is even 
more than I expected Val 2 to be. The 
quick editing feature is wonderful (though 
I still miss being able to drop into a 
calculator mode as in Val 1.18 or 1 .19.) 
The styles available are great, and the 
speed-up in all operations, when 
compared to that dinosaur, Val 2, is 
indeed refreshing. This , despite my 
neither having a ram disk nor a hard disk. 

I am about as excited as I can get in my 
circumstances about what you have 
done. Congratulations, and, again, 
apologies for the September tirade. 

John T. Westbrook 
San Dimas, CA 
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Never on Sunday 

Although today is a Sunday, I had lots 
of work to do: reports, making report 
forms , and memos. Let me say this: 
although I'm sure I could have done 
almost all of it with WordStar or 
PeachText, it would have taken eight to 
ten hours. (I have done it before, but 
without the charts.) With Valdocs+, 
everything took only 2.5 hours! Using the 
Preset forms, the View screens, the 
Spreadsheet, and the Draw modules not 
only made my work quick and easy, but 
also classy. Thank you for that. You saved 
my Sunday. 

Gil Jernstrom 
Sprata, NJ 

Ignominious role averted 

I'm the one last summer who was so 
frustrated with Valdocs 2's inability to 
spell that I was ready to consign the 
system to the ignominious role of 
collecting dust on my shelf. Friends, I love 
Val docs+. 

My Editor operates with ease and with 
increased speed. The seven Editor View 
windows provide me with the opportunity 
to compare texts. I can reach into Mail for 
addresses, then push a few keys to enter 
them as inside addresses in my letters. 
The Defkey proves an ingenious time
saver- it stores text, activates my speller, 
and returns text with simple key strokes. 
You might as well be proud of your 
product. I am. 

William G. Menter 
Imlay City, Ml 

Editor's Note: Space limitations make it 
necessary to edit letters which are 
printed. In all cases, however, every 
effort will be made to retain conceptual 
integrity. Letters should be addressed to: 

Letters to the Editor 
The Rising Star 
25500 Hawthorne Blvd., Suite 2000 
Torrance, CA 90505 

RAM-disks available 

The SemiDisk Systems 512K 
RAM-disk and the 2 megabyte 
RAM-disk are currently available 
from Rising Star Industries. To 
order, call 213-373-9127 , or fill out 
the order blank on the back cover. 

Prices are as follows: 

512K RAM-disk 
(with battery backup): 
2 Megabyte RAM-disk 
(with battery backup): 

$575.00 

$975.00 

Visa, MasterCard, and checks can 
be accepted on this order. Checks 
should be made out to Semi Disk 
Systems. American Express Cards 
and C.O.D. orders cannot be 
accepted for these items. 

Valpaint Coloring Books 
-SPECIAL -

Buy now and get all three volumes 
of the Valpaint Coloring Books for a 
special low price of $24.95. 

A 3-Volume collection of line 
drawings designed for use with 
Valpaint. Color the drawings using 
all of the tools, patterns and shades 
available in Valpaint, or let your 
imagination take over and edit them 
to your liking. 

Also contains a "clip art" file. 

Call today, (213) 373-9127 . Or fill 
out the order form on the back 
cover. 



with Chris Rutkowski 

Q. Occassionally my printer seems to stop working. I tell the 
system to print a file, and it seems to format but never 
prints. I have to reset to print any files. What's up? 

W. Massinger 
Salt Lake City, Utah 

A. When printing a file, if you press [STOP] a menu 
presents options which include < S> uspend or < R>estart 
printing , among others. I suspect that the system was told 
to < S> uspend printing. Once suspended, all further orders 
to print are just added to the queue until printing is 
specifically restarted . The number of fil es in the queue is 
shown at the lower ri ght of the screen. The "fix" is simply to 
press [STOP] and select < R>estart. To eliminate futu re 
confusions we're going to add an indicator on-screen when 
printing has been suspended. 

Q. I got my Va/docs+ last Saturday and starting trying it 
out. I like the new features, but my editor documents are 
blowing up just like they did in V2. Most of the errors seem 
to go away, but a couple of disks still lock up the system 
when I try to use them. Am I going to have to live through 
another round of "fixes" while you get it right? 

C. Lipmann 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

A. Very few if any of the problems you are seeing are 
attributab le to V+; it is proving to be rather robust. Rather, 
you are probably encountering V+'s error detection and 
correction code at work - repairing problems that V2 
created. V2 sometimes left crashes undetected unti l much 
later - such as when trying to print the file. While track ing 
down the bug that caused this, we decided not only to fix 
the problem, but to build in "safety nets" to cover almost 
any contingency. After all, even "perfect" software can fall 
victim to "Murphy's law" or " Neutrino Collisions" or 
whatever. So we added a little "expert system" that analyzes 
breakages and actually attempts to fix the problem - like a 
"programmer in the box". As a result, when ed iting V2 files 
with V+, files which would have eventually cri ppled V2 are, 
after a brief flurry of error messages, often restored to 
usable cond ition. If V+ detects a fil e which it cannot fix, (the 
error message repeats over and over) , the d isk currently in 
use may appear unusable until the damaged "temporary 
fil es" are renamed or erased. For details on handling this, 
see appendix K of the V+ Manual. 

Q. From what I've heard, V+ sounds great, but I've got 
hundreds of files in Version 1. Do you really expect me to 
convert them all? 

Paul McA/ister 
Princeton, New Jersey 

A. Addressbooks should be converted immed iately. So 
should Indexes. Fortunately, these procedures are relatively 

quick and painless. Editor files are a different matter; you 
might have thousands, and the conversions are not 
particu larly fast. However, contrary to a myth that I have 
seen floati ng around, there is no reason to convert all of 
your ed itor documents at one time. 

After converting the indexes, just use your data disks as 
usual: retrieve files when you need them. If the file is a 
V1 file, V+ will convert it automatically (using the module 
VALUTIL.CHN), and that will be that. With the exception of 
multiple line-spacing and tabs, which are hand led vastly 
differently in V1 and V+, most files convert with no 
intervention. (The current VALUTI L is likewise vastly better 
than that which accompanied Vers ion 2). 
(For those using other programs such as Wordstar, 
Peachtext and Peachcalc, converters that wil l al low the 
easy use of those files by Valdocs are under consideration. 
As of V+3, many DBASEI I files can be trans lated into 
Valdocs' Cardfile or Addressbook formats if desired.) 

Q. It's driving me crazy! How can I make two columns of 
data, one normal font, the other compressed, line up both 
on the editor's screen and when printed? 

R. Peterson 
New York, New York 

A. This prob lem is due to the fact that the printer and the 
screen have different numbers of dots across them. 
Therefore, a different number of compressed characters fit 
on a screen line and a printer line. This is a PHYS ICAL 
difference which is only seen when tryi ng to al ign verti cal 
columns. Otherwi se, it can safely be ignored. 

But vertical co lumns of different width text can be aligned if 
you know how this works. The rule is simple: change size 
AT the po int you want the change to start. 

In the example illustrated below, sizes are changed after 
the words are entered . The "columns" seem to line up just 
fin e. But if you count the number of "character spaces" in 
each size, you find 6 normal, then 28 compressed, then 20 
more normal characters. But on the second line, we have 
11 normal, then 19 compressed, followed by 20 normal. 

App les Peaches Pump ki n 

Cranberr ies leaons On i ons 

Still don't get the problem? Try replac ing every NORMAL 
character with a "." and every compressed character with 
an "x". What you get looks far d ifferent. 

Now, re-enter the same words, but change type size at the 
beginn ing of the word where the change is needed. Then 
once again replace all normal characters with a "." and 
every compressed charaC1er with an "x". 

As you can see in the second case, you now have columns 
of the same size characters. The second example both 
displays correctly and prints out without a hitch. 

(Continued on Page 22) 
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Va/docs+ Vs. The Outside World 

By Paul R. Rothweiler 

If your computing began at the 
comfortable HASCI keyboard of a 

QX-1 O (as mine did), with Val 1.19 in your 
disk drives, you may wonder about the 
computers commonly called the IBM PC 
and MS (DOS) world. 

You may even have nosed around in it 
for a while before falling in love with the 
QX-1 O or its successor, the QX-16. I did. 
Because of my work-writing about new 
software for magazines-I still do. 

If you have sat at the keyboard of an 
IBM Personal Computer or one of its 
myriad clones, you have an idea how 
awkward and klunky it is when compared 
to your Epson. 

But what about the software? It is said, 
and correctly, that most new programs 
being produced commerically are 
targeted toward I BM and I BM 
compatibles which use the Microsoft 
Disk Operating System, adapted by I BM 
into its own "PCDOS". 

If that is so, are we as Valdocs users 
being short-changed? Should we be 
thinking about joining the mob scene 
over there in MSDOStown? Is Valdocs as 
good as WordStar 2000 or Microsoft 
Word, or Word Perfect? Is our new Val 
spreadsheet up to the state of the art in 
I BMville, or Lotus 1-2-3? How does Val+ 
stack up against FRAMEWORK or 
SYMPHONY's integrated MSDOS 
programs? 

Valdocs+ compared 
These are all good questions, and in 

the months to come we'd like to devote 
space to answering them here (with the 
blessing and tu II cooperation, without 
coercion, of Rising Star). We' ll also pass 
along a few of the more exotic things you 
can do with your Valdocs+ software. 
Some of them aren 't yet documented; 
other aren't even hinted at. 

Let's first look at the Valdocs+ Editor 
in its latest incarnation, and compare it to 
Satellite Software's WordPerfect 4.1, 
unquestionably the finest word pro
cessing program in the MSDOS universe 
since its release in October. 

Because WordPerfect was designed 
for and runs in the sixteen-bit world of the 
IBM (vs. Val docs ' eight-bit one), it runs 
faster on a typical 256K IBM/PC
compatible thar/ Val+ runs on the QX-10. 

But how much faster? In its new draft 
mode, Valdocs+ takes about six seconds 
to Control "Z" down to the bottom of a 
20 K document (about 8 single spaced 
pages). WordPerfect takes a second less. 
In storing a document, WP needs about 
fifteen seconds to store a 14 K document, 
while Val+ needs only 12! You can 't out
type either editor, and the cursor and 
long-range delete controls work fast in 
both systems. 
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Let's look at some of the features of the 
two editors. Val+ has a definite edge 

in the "what you see is what you get" 
department. It will show compressed 
print, italics, sub and superscripts , and 
expanded and super-expanded type 
styles on the screen, as well as 
underscored and bold text. Additionally , 
you can underscore with the typewriter 
underscore key as well as with the 
Control STYLE combination. 
As good as WordPerfect is, it will do none 
of the above except display text. It will 
underscore, but shows the underscored 
text in reverse video rather than actually 
the way it will appear in your document. 
WP will double underscore in a document 
(but not on the screen), whereas Val+ will 
do neither. 

View windows 
Val+ will let you open up eight 

document screens (view-windows) at 
once, each with a different document, if 
you choose. It doesn 't offer split screen 
"windows" in the editor. One of the Val+ 
document screens is a sidekick-like 
"Valpad" that you can enter with Control 
"N." 

The split screen is an 
advantage for WP, but 
the eight screens are a 
pl us for PLUS. 

WordPerfect gives you only two 
document screens, but will let you split 
the screen into two horizontal windows. 
The split screen is an advantage for WP, 
but the eight screens are a plus for PLUS. 
So is the fact that you can tie forms to 
any or all of the Val+ document windows, 
thus producing document length 
"macros", boiler documents or whatever 
and then get to them quickly and easily 
for reference. 

The two systems are about even in 
search and replace, weighing Val+'s 
capability of conducting multiple 
searches and replaces against WP's 
facility to search backward. 

Both Val+ and WP will center text, but 
while Val+ allows centering to be turned 
ON and then OFF, WP requires you to 
center each line separately. Also, while 
both Val+ and WP offer justification of 
the printed output, WP will not display 
justification on-screen. Val+ displays 
justified text on-screen by actually 
"kerning" between each word. It is the 
only word processor to offer this feature. 

U p to here it's obvious that Val+ has 
an edge, even though its Editor is 

only one of a half dozen different 
modules built into an integrated program, 
rather than simply a word processor. 

Other word processing features 
1n other word processing features, WP 

pulls ahead. It will index documents, 
number paragraphs, create outlines and 
lists as well as tables of contents, and let 
you turn your documents into newspaper 
columns (up to five on a page), display 
them on the monitor and print them. 
What's more important, all of these 
features work well, although they aren't 
easy to learn. WP's merge is built in, and 
so is a Sorter that will sort any document 
you choose. Again , these features 
operate smoothly-but take some 
learning. 

We're told that Rising Star pro
grammers are at work adding indexing 
and table of contents creation and others 
of these highly-specialized word pro
cessing features for future updates. 

And it should be noted that only a few 
highly specialized computer users need 
or use indexing , outlining or other of 
these fine WordPerfect features. Which 
does not mean, however, that they don't 
have great value. They do, especially for 
writers like yours truly, who create long 
documents such as books and magazine 
articles. 

Both systems have defkeys, which 
WordPerfect calls macros. Val+ has an 
edge in its macro index, but WP has its 
advantages, too, since it will let you use 
its full screen and editing command 
menu to create your macros without 
limitation. The Val+ view windows atone 
in large measure for its defkey limitations. 

Columnar math is also a part of the 
WordPerfect system. Val+ hasn 't yet 
reinstituted this feature of the Val 1 
system, but soon will, along with a 
keypad math capability WordPerfect can 't 
match without a separate module: on the 
IBM PC, the keypad is needed to control 
the cursor. 

Printer controls 
Both word processors have finely

tuned printer controls , though WP allows 
you to select more than one printer 
without going into its setup menu to do 
so. Val+ requires that you change printer 
in the Setup if you switch from your dot 
matrix to a letter quality machine. 

Word Perfect has recently added a Ii ne 
thesaurus to the speller it includes in its 
package. Both work well and neither 
currently is included in the Val+ program, 
but will be in the next month or two, 
according to Rising Star. 

So, unquestionably WordPerfect out
features the Editor's module alone of 
Valdocs+. But WordPerfect out-features 
all of its MSDOS competition, too. Only a 
few programs come close to WP's 
splendid array of function key-controlled 
features. 

But you have to look at the ease of 
learning, use and price if you're to 



make a full and fair comparison of the 
two. Here again, Val+ shines. With all of 
its improvements over Val 1 (!I!), with all of 
its integrated aspects, it can still be run 
by a rank amateur almost from the 
moment the system disk is first inserted 
into the drive. 

Installation 
There's no lengthy instal lation requi red 

for WordPerfect, either, but it's much more 
difficult to learn, primarily because it uses 
each of the ten IBM function (F1-F10) 
keys alone and in concert with the shift, 
control and ALT (Graphsh ift on the Epson 
QX-1 0 keyboard) to command the system 
to perform its various functions. Although 
there's a co lor-coded fun ction key 
overlay for the keyboard, it's easy to 
become confused about which command 
does what. 

Val+ uses the Epson function keys that 
are clearly labeled to make them easy to 
understand and use. And there is 
extens ive, context-sens itive Help that 
answers questions far more quickly than 
any manual can. 

Because Val+ is now a completely
integrated system, you have a spread
sheet at your beck and call, and a 
business graphics package that gene-

rates beautiful , high-resolution graphics 
from your spreadsheet data. And don't 
forget Valdraw and Valpaint. They 
compare quite favorably with computer
assisted draw programs in the MSDOS 
world. More about that in another column. 

You have to look at the 
ease of learning, use, 
and price if you're to 
make a full and fair 
comparison. 

In truth, comparing WordPerfect 
against the entire Val+ package is like 
matching a Rolls Royce against an 
automobile that will fly, too. 

The ease of learning and using the 
Val+ Editor and the remainder of the 
integrated package make it far more 
valuable to its users. It is a complete 
bus iness computer system, rather than 
simply a fine word processor. 

And here's the bottom line: WordPerfect 
sells for $495.00, against the $349 price
tag of Val+ wi thout Valdraw and Valpaint, 
or the $449 Rising Star is offering Val+ for 
with the two art graphics modules. Even if 

you find a mail order house that will sell 
WP for half the price, it wil l st il l cost you 
more than Val+ alone. 

If you have decided from the above 
that both Val+ and WordPerfect are very 
fine word processors, you're entirely 
correct. Owning Val+ rather than WP 
means you can't do some of the exotic 
things I've mentioned, (yet, Ed.) but it 
also means you've saved yourself some 
money and can do many things WP 
owners can't do without buying 
separate programs at retail prices of up 
to $195 each. 

So pat yourself on the back, Val+ 
owner. You've made a pretty good 
choice.* 

Paul Rothweiler has published 15 novels 
since 1976, and writes about computers 
and computer programs for several 
computer publications. He makes his 
home in New Jersey. 

Assembly Language Programming Tools 

Boost your technical skills with the RSI Assembly 
Language Prog ramming Tools package. For just 
$129.95, you receive five major programming tools, a 
300 page manual, and the TPM 111 User's Guide. The 
Assembly Language Programming Tools package 
inc ludes detailed information on the following: 

SEO SCREEN EDITOR 
With your purchase, you' ll also receive the TPM 111 
Users Guide, which explains the unique featu res of the 
TPM Ill operating system underlying Valdocs, and 
g ives you the tools to use TPM for your own special 
projects. Bes ides a disk with several TPM Util ity 
Programs, you receive a manual which explains: MACRO Ill - Z-80 MACRO ASSEMBLER 

Addressing and Relocation 
Psuedo-Ops 
Macros 
Machine Operation Mnemonics 
Operation of the Assembler 

RSI Z-80 LINKER 
Linker Input Format 
Non-linkable File Options 
Linkable File Options 

RSI DEBUG I and 11 
ZTE L - Z-80 TEXT EDITING LANGUAGE 

TPM Ill built~ in commands 
Using ZPIP 
Programming with TPM Ill 
Memory Management 
Zapp le Monitor and ZDDT 
TPM 111 System call Reference 
Video Driver Functions 
Plus numerous appendices to ass ist you in cross

referenci ng CP/ M to TPM, and other valuable 
information. 

To order, fill out the order form on the back cover, or ca ll (213) 373-9245. Visa, MasterCard and American Express 
accepted. 

THE RISIN G STAR 7 



Basically Speaking 

MULTI-LINE 
USER DEFINED 
FUNCTIONS 
by Russ Pillsbury 

I want to start this month's co lu mn by 
thanking all of you who have written me 
with questions, comments or suggestions. 
Although I may not have time to answer 
all the letters, I read them all and wil l try 
to address your requests , either by reply 
mail or in this space. 

I have received a number of questions 
that indicate some confusion in using 
RSIBASIC's multi-line user defined 
functions , so I am going to go over an 
example of one here. In addition, some 
usage of the LOCATE and VPR INT 
statements will be covered . 

Most of you have probably seen the 
RSI BASIC program CLOCK.BAS. The 
function I am using for an example is 
used in that program to do the vertical 
printing of the strings "GRANDFATHER,", 
"OX 10", "VA LDOCS", and "TIMEPIECE". 
I decided to print each letter 32 pixels 
high, and to make the spacing between 
letters three pixels. Once th is was 
decided, the only information needed by 
the printing function is the string to be 
printed and the XY coordinates to begin 
printing at. The function VP (for vertical 
print) is called with each string as shown 
below: 

250 A=FN VP ("GRANDFATHER'', 
10,0) 

260 A=FN VP ("QX 10", 60,90) 
270 A=FN VP ("VALDOCS", 570,80) 
280 A=FN VP ("TIMEPIECE", 

620,45) 

In line 270 A=FN VP is the function 
call to the user defined function VP, 
"VALDOCS" is the string to print, 570 is 
the X coordinate, and 90 is the Y 
coordinate to print at. The value returned 
by the function and placed in variable A 
is not used by the program. All functions 
in basic return a result. In this case no 
result will be specified in the function, but 
it is still necessary to provide a place to 
return the (null) result to. I picked the 
variable A for this since I was not using it 
anywhere else in the program. 

Here is the actual function definition: 

500 DEF FN VP(A$,X, Y) 
510 FOR J=1 TO LEN(A$) 
520 LOCATE X, J*35 + Y 
530 VPRINT 32,1, MID$(A$,J,1) 
540 NEXT J 
550 FNEND 
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Since this is a function definition the 
basic interpreter must "see" it as a 
definition before it can be ca lled. One 
way to accomplish this is to place it near 
the beginning of the program. It wi ll not 
be executed, but a reference to it will be 
placed in the variable storage area of the 
interpreter. I usually prefer to p lace 
function definitions near the end of the 
program in a subroutine which is called 
from the beginning of the program. This 
also satis fi es the requirements that the 
function be seen by the interpreter before 
it is called. 

For example: 

10 GOSUB 500 
20 DEFINE FUNCTIONS 

REST OF PROGRAM 

END 

500 DEF FN VP 
550 FNEND 

600 DEF FN XYZ 
650 FNEND 

700 RETURN 

This shows how to functions could be 
defined in a subroutine which is called 
from the start of the program. 

When function VP is called from line 
270 the variable A$ receives the string 
"VALDOCS", the variable X receives the 
value 570 , and the variable Y receives the 
value 80 in the function. I wish to 
emphasize this because var iables that 
are used as arguments in a function 
definition are considered local variables 
to that function. In this case, this means 
that you can have other variables named 
A$ , X, and Y either in the main program or 
in other functions and there will be no 
interference with the ones used in this 
function. 

Note that all functions must end with 
an FN END statement. This is like the 
RETURN statement at the end of a 
subroutine, in that program execution will 
return to the statement after the statement 
where the function was called from, when 
the FNEND is executed . 

The actual operation of the function is 
as follows: The FOR loop extracts 
successive characters from the string and 
prints them. Note that the index variable 
'J' is not a local variable for this function. 
This is because it is not one of the 
arguments passed to the function. The 
LOCATE statement positions the cursor to 

the proper screen location to print each 
character. The X coordinate is the same 
for each letter, but the Y valu e must be 
offset by the number of characters that 
have been printed, multiplied by the 
character height, plus the spacing 
between characters. 

Once the cursor has been positioned, 
the VPR I NT statement is used to print the 
character. Its parameters are the 
character height, direction of printing , 
and the string to be printed. The height is 
fixed at 32. If desired, however, height 
could be added to the function 
parameters so that strings of varying 
sizes could be printed vertically with this 
function. The direction parameter, one, 
specifies that the string be printed 
horizontally from left to right. In this case, 
we are only printing one character 
strings. If a VPR I NT direction of 2 were 
spec ified , the whole string could be 
printed vertically in one VPR INT 
statement. Why didn't I do this instead of 
creating a function? (Hin t: I didn't want 
you to get a stiff neck from looking at the 
words sideways.) 

Well , that covers mu ltiline functions 
that don 't return any values . Ones that do 
return values are simi lar, except that the 
value returned must be specified with the 
FN END statement. For example: 

550 FNEND J 

would return the value J from the 
function. The value J would then be 
assigned to the var iable A in the function 
calls in lines 250-270 . Also, it is possible 
to return early from a function by using 
the FNRETURN statement. See page 3-
93 in the RSIBASIC manual for an 
example of this. 

One more comment about multi-line 
functions is in order: Note that a function 
may contain subroutines within the body 
of the function, which it may ca ll and 
return from. It may also call subroutines 
outside the body of the funct ion, and 
other defined functions as well. User 
defined functions may even call 
themselves as long as you make sure 
that an FNf:ND or RN RETURN statement 
is executed for each function call made. 

(Continued on page 22) 
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RSI BASIC 

The Epson QX-10 and 
QX-16 are two of the 
most graphically sophis
ticated personal compu
ters on the market, utiliz
ing the powerful NEC 
7220 graphics controller 
chip and 128K of 
dedicated video memory. 

RSIBASIC is the first (and 
only!) Basic to put that 

• Supports over 170 keywords 
• Supports random access 

and sequential files 
• Supports DA TE$ and TIME$ 

functions 
• Turtle graphics commands, 

including: 
*MOVE * MOVETO * 
TURN * TURN TO * ORA W 
* DRAWTO 

• Over 83,000 bytes free 
• Supports three separate 

display screens with screen 
3 being a 'window' screen, 
allowing it to be set for 
screen lengths between 0 
and 16 lines and overlayed 
on either screen 1 or 2 

• Supports sound as 
background task 

Version 2 + 

awesome graphics power 
at your fingertips! 

And there's more! 
RSIBASIC's power is not 
confined to graphics 
capabilities. It is also one 
of the most complete 
Basics ever. It is fast, ex
tremely easy to use, and 
its versatility is unsur
passed. 

• Multi-line user definable 
functions 

• Supports X-Y graphics, in
cluding * lines * circles * 
arcs * rectangles * 
pattern-fill statements 

• VPRINT, allowing character 
strings to be displayed on 
the screen at various angles 
and sizes 

• Fully supports color 
machines on co/or-equipped 
Epson computers 

• Sixteen character and 
graphics fonts, including 
combinations of: 
* normal * bold * italic 
* compressed 
* super/subscript 
characters 

Now you can do everything with BASIC that you always wanted to do ... but couldn't! And you can 
do it all at a very easy price. This package includes a 300 + page manual, a diskette containing 
several demo programs and two games which demonstrate the graphics capabilities of RSIBASIC, 
Version 2 +. For more information regarding this product, call (213) 373-9127. 

Rising Star Industries 
25500 Hawthorne Blvd., Suite 2000, Torrance, CA 90505 
(213) 373-9112 
RSIBASIC is a trademark of Rising Star Industries. QX-10 is a trademark of Epson America, Inc .. NEC 7220 Graphics Controller Chip is the 
registered trademark of NEC Electronics. 
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REVIEW 

ITEM: 

PRO-FILER HD510A 

1 O megabyte hard disk 

FULL EPSON COMPATABILITY 
P.R.O. SYSTEMS of Kansas City, Inc. 

has developed a dependable mass
storage system for the Epson QX-1 0/ 1 6 
computers. The PRO-Fl LER ten 
megabyte hard disk is fast , reliable and 
affordable. It lists for $1295.00 and 
comes with documentation and a one
year warranty, and is fully Epson 
compatible. 

The PRO-FILER resembles the 
Comrex Comfiler in appearance. It's the 
same physical size as the Comfiler, but 
the case is a darker tan and the front of 
the box is black. The ON/ OFF switch is on 
the front, instead of on the back. 

LIKE A BMW 
Chris Rutkowski had a PRO-FILER 

hooked up to his QX-10 for a month. ltwas 
in use at least 16 hours a day, and 
performed excellently- in fact , Chris was 
loath to give it back when the review 
period was over. " It has a quality feel to it. 
The way a BMW feels - substantial," Chris 
said. His only complaint about the PRO
Fl LER was the fan. "It's a little noisy, but 
I've definitely heard worse. Sixteen hours 
of computers, hard disks and printers 
churning the air is torture on the ears. I 
can't stand hard disks that sound like 
B52 's coming in for a landing." 

The only other criticism would be the 
fact that the card connector is not 
keyed. If you were to plug in the ribbon 
cable backwards, through carelessness 
or ignorance, you could severely 
damage the hard disk. Just remember 
that the edge of the ribbon cable with 
the black or red stripe is the top (or pin 
#1) and that the high and low pin 
numbers are displayed on the card. 

One especially nice feature is that the 
PRO-FILER is partitionable for TPM, 
C/ PM, and MS-DOS, but you must have 
TPM Ill and C/ PM 2.2x. 
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UPGRADES? 
P. R.O. Systems say they are working on 

a 20 megabyte upgrade for their current 
model, and that the upgrade will only cost 
the difference in the list prices. Upgrades 
should take no longer than 48 hours, 
being done in-house by the Kansas firm. 
Also, P.R.O. Systems is working on a 10 
megabyte removable pack that will be 
available as a stand-alone unit. The ten
megabyte packs are like jumbo flexy 
disks and could be the next best thing to 
CD storage for archiving data. Just when 
these upgrades will be made available is 
not known, but they are certainly worth 
waiting for. 
AVAILABILITY 

The PRO-FILER is available through 
RSI. Call Sales and Customer Service at 
213-373-9127 for information and 
ordering. Master Charge and Visa are 
accepted for this product. American 
Express cannot be accepted at this time. 
P R.O. Systems of Kansas City, Inc. is 
located at 1061 West 63rd Street, 
Shawnee, Kansas 66203. The telephone 
numbers are 913-631-0665 and 
913-262-6953. * 
PRO-FILER HD510A 
TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS: 

Capacity 

Transfer Rate 
Access Time 

Rotational Speed 
Recording Density 
Flux Dens ity 
Track Density 
Cylinders 
Heads 
Tracks 
Discs 
Interface 
Temperature 

Humidity 
Power 

Dimensions 
Weight 

Formatted -1 0 Megabytes 
Unformatted - 12.76 

Megabytes 
5 Megabits per second 
Track-To-Track - 3ms 
Average - 85ms 
Maximum - 205ms 
Settling time - 15ms 
Latency (avg) - 8.33ms 
3600 RPM ± 1% 
9074 BPI 
9074 FPI 
345 TPI 
306 
4 
1224 
2 
EPSON QX-10/16 
40° to 122°F - operating 
4°C to 49°C 
8% to 80% - operating 
Universal - 105 to 120 
50 to 60 cycle 
35 Watts typical 

(120 BTU/ Hr) 
8.2 x 5.2 x 15.2 inches 
12 lb (5.42 kg) 

COLOR UPGRADES FOR 
YOUR QX-10 

Now you can fully utilize the 
outstanding graphics 

capabilities of Val paint and Val draw 
with a color upgrade kit from Exim 
Color Graphics Systems. The 
difference between color and 
monochrome is truly dramatic. 

In Valpaint, there are 125 colors, a 
1 2-color palette, plus 25 available 
custom colors. With the picture utility 
(PICTURE.SYS) included with the 
Valdraw/Valpaint package, you can 
do your own color separations, 
display and print color paintings in 
monochrome half-tones and output 
to plotters and the Diablo color 
ink-jet printer. 

Embellish graphs with color 
details 

Business users will find their 
graph displays, created with the 
Valdocs business graphics program, 
DRAW.SYS (whether printouts, 
transperancies or slides), are much 
more impressive with the added 
impact of color- and with Val docs+, 
you can pass your graph to Val paint 
and embellish it with color details. 

The color upgrade kits are 
available for the Epson QX-10 from 
Exim Color Graphics Systems. You 
may order them from RSI. The kit 
includes a color board and a high 
resolution (640 x 400 pixels) NEC 
color monitor. The owner's manual 
that comes with the kit is very clear 
and gives step-by-step instructions 
for installation. 

Exim also offers the CRT lmager 
System, a 35mm camera (that can 
take either slides or prints) , 13-inch 
screen adaptor hood, slide mounter 
and a box of 1 00 slide frames. With 
the lmager System, presentation
quality slides can be produced in 
less than ten seconds. 

Service and warranties handled 
by Exim Color Systems 

The price of the color upgrade is 
$1350.00, plus freight. The CRT 
I mag er System sells for $395.00. All 
customer service, warranties, etc. are 
handled directly by Exim Color 
Systems. 

Dealers and distributors are 
encouraged to contact Exim directly 
at 2404 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles, 
California 90057. Their telephone 
number is 213-380-5668. 

Checks should be made payable 
to Exim Color Graphics Systems, and 
sent to Rising Star Industries, 25500 
Hawthorne Blvd ., Torrance, California 
90505. Personal and company 
check orders will require a 10 day 
clearance period before shipping. 
Currently, we cannot accept credit 
card orders for the color upgrade kit. 

For more information , call us at 
213-373-9127 or 213-373-9112. 
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Def key Macros 
The Rising Star will pay $25 for Defkey 

Macros selected for publication in each 
issue. Refer to inside front cover for 
submission guidelines. 

Keystroke Saver for Print Options 

Submitted by Stanley D. Miller, 
Indianapolis, Indiana. 

I do approximately equal amounts of 
printing in draft and correspondence 
quality, so it was always a problem 
deciding which way to set the default 
option. 

For a while I set it for correspondence 
quality - until I discovered that I didn 't 
turn it off very often and so used up 
printer ribbons more rapidly. I've created 
a Defkey Macro that changes that default 
setting to < Y> and returns me to the 
PRINT menu. It sounds simple, but it 
saves nine keystrokes. That's substantial 
when you perform the operation as often 
as I do. 

Here's how I set it up: 

PRESS: 

[ZJ~~ 
@]~l§J 
[][g]@] 
I e I 

[PRINT] [SJ [RETURN] Selects the <S>et printing defaults option from the 
PRINT MENU. 

[RETURN] [RETURN] 

[RETURN] [RETURN] 

[RETURN] [Y] Selects Yes for correspondence quality from the 
PRINT menu. 

[UNDO] [D] Returns the cursor to the <D>isplayed document 
option of the PRINT menu. 

Using this Defkey Macro, one sti ll has 
the option of printing indexed documents 
or the d isplayed one. This key also works 
from the PRINT menu if you forget and 
push PRINT first. 

Checking file sizes 
Submitted by Jon Dvorak, Springfield, 
Virginia 

I freq uently find it necessary to check 
both the indexed and non-indexed fil e 
sizes on the disk on which I have been 
working. This simple Defkey application 
performs the same functi on as the directory 
commands in Valdocs 1, with the added 
advantage of placing me in Copydisk to 
perform work there if I wish. The keystrokes 
to create this Defkey in [CO NTROLJ+[U] 
are as fo llows: 

PRESS: 

[ZJ~~ 
@]~[§_] 
[]~@] 
l-0 I 

Saves current file [+ / - ) [COPY DISK] 

[NJ [RETURN] Selects <N>on-indexed option in the Copy disk 
menu 

[BJ [RETURN] [SPACE BAR] Selects disk drive " B" 
(Continued on Page 22) 

RSI Tools Package 

For those who don't like to do 
anything part way, there's now the 
RS I Tools Package. For just $349 
(su bstantially less if you already 
own RSIBASIC Version 2+, or 
RSIBASIC Version 2+ and the RSI 
BASIC Compiler) you receive the 
fol lowing: 

RS IBASIC Version 2+ 
RS IBASIC Compiler 
TPM 111 User's Guide and TPM 

Utilities 
RSI Assembly Language 

Programming Too ls 
Graphics Driver Manual. 

Pu rchased separately, these 
products would cost $388.95. 
Reg istered owners of RS I BASIC 
Version 2+ pay only $149.00. 
Reg istered owners of RS I BASI C 
Version 2+ and the RS IBASIC 
Compiler pay just $99. 

To order, call 213-373-9245. 

RSIBASIC, RSI BASIC Compiler, TPM Ill and RSI 
Assembly Language Programming Tools are 
Trademarks of Rising Star Industries. 

Gear Up for the New Year 
with Rising Star's Graphics 
Driver Manual! 

A practical and portable interface 
between your application program 
and graphics hardware. 
- The G-Driver Eng ine for manage

ment of complex scenes and 
displays 

- Four types of Drawing Option 
Codescreen-handling codes; 
character and string output codes 
for fonts, character sizes, 
pos itioning and output to screen; 
graphics codes to perform all 
non-ASCII drawing functi ons; and 
processor codes to control the 
pseudo-processor log ical flow of 
operations. 

$35.00 To order call (2 13) 373-
9127 

Graph ics Driver Manual is a registered 
trademark of Rising Star Industries. 
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RSI Gallery 

Painting Number 39, by Diane Newton 

Marsh, by Melody Elwell 

Dogma 3 (Fiddles), by Michael Wood 
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Communique-Two sides of the Same River, by Melody Elwell 

All the artwork on these pages was created using the Valpaint'" system. 
Marsh, Mona, and Communique-Two Sides of the Same River, were 
reproduced from color slides that were shot directly from the monitor of a 
prototype co lor system. The Flock Looks South, Urban Unsettlement, Painting 
Number 39, and Dogma 3 (Fiddles) were first printed on the Diab lo Color Ink
jet printer. 

The Flock Looks South, by Michael Wood 

THE RISIN G STAR 13 



Is Valdocs+ worth it? 
Here's what the critics have to say. 

"We think it's terrific stuff, very usable, as easy as it 
can be, fun both to work and play with. V+ alone will 
keep the QX-10 alive and well on many a desk." 
- Al Magary 
Va/News 

"The documentation is well written, easy reading and 
assumes no prior knowledge of Va/docs+. Unlike 
most computer documentation, it explains each and 
every module in detail, what its capabilities are and 
how to best use it." 
- Erika Kue/ke 
Va/World Gazette 

"After years of waiting and g1v1ng up hope, after 
dining on dBase and Lotus and MEX, I am happy to 
say that Va/docs+ is a mighty tasty meal indeed. And 
I haven't even had dessert yet." 
- Morris Schorr 
The Rising Star Magazine 

"Should I buy it? Should I buy it? Many many QX-
10116 owners have called to ask that question. Our 
answer is YES. There is nothing out there that we 
know of capable of the things Va/docs+ can do. It 
comes as close to a universal software program as 
any on the market. When finished in late Spring '86, 
there will be little else anyone will need to make full 
business use of their QX-10/16. No other software 
marketer can make that statement. 
- Don Terp 
Va/World Gazette 

"After two and a half exciting years, I have found it 
all in Va/docs+. It has made me "User Happy." 
- John Whiting, editor 
The Epson North Metro Users Group newsletter 

" If one counts the reports of our own members and 
of newsletters from across the country, Va/docs now 
lives up to its name, " Valuable Documents," and 
Chris Rutkowski has finally done what he set out to 
do." 
- David Zwang, president 
The Epson North Metro Users Group 

" ! believe that the independent release of Va/docs 
offered by RSI is worth the money: not in terms of 
what they promise tomorrow, but in what they can 
deliver today. Now I understand: this is what we were 
waiting for all along." 
- Jack Krough 
South Eastern Minnesota Epson Owners News 

"Overall, we have nothing but kudos for the v+ 
Editor. It is easy to learn, easy to use, very reliable 
(especially as compared to V2) and yet sports some 
very sophisticated features including multiple default 
documents, multiple views (up to 8 documents 
retrieved at one time), and multiple Lookfor and 
Replace (up to nine pairs). 
- Murray Soupcoff 
Epson Link 

When introduced, Valdocs+ was subjected to some of the most critical evaluations imaginable: after all , the burden of proof 
lay upon us. Now the results are in, the votes counted, and the consensus clear: Valdocs+ delivers. 

But if V+ was "worth it" , the V+l I upgrade tipped the scales even further with the introduction of super quick "draft mode 
editing". And V+ 111 adds what may be the best spell-checker ever-as well as new user-interface options that better 
accommodate advanced users without compromising ease-of-use for those who prefer traditional "full text" menus. And a 
broad range of useful features will be introduced during the coming months. 

CALL FOR DETAILS - 213·373·9127 
(Dealers call 213-373-9112) 

To order, or to obtain more details on these products and packages, call Rising Star at 213-373-9127 or 213-
373-9112. Please allow four to six weeks for delivery. 

NOTE: Rising Star Industries is pleased to announce that we are now accepting the American Express Card, in 
addition to Visa and MasterCard. 

Find out just how good your QX-1 O can be. Move up to Valdocs+. 
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Starting 1986 With a 
New Guildmeister 

by Melody Elwell with Steve Helminiak 

Guilds were originally formed in medieval 
Europe, as a response to the population 
shift from farms to cities and towns. The 
guilds were a gathering of artisans 
looking for a way to break into the new 
market. This was accomplished best with 
the patronage of the crown, and mutual 
support. Though the guildmeister was an 
artisan, he was a/so the one with the best 
connections. 

Response to Rising Star's 
Independent Programmers's Guild, 

a co-operative marketing program, has 
been very strong. Since the Guild's 
formation last summer, four programs 
have entered the QX-1 0/16 marketplace, 
and more independent releases are 
waiting in the wings. 

There are many good programmers 
who don't necessarily program for a 
living. Many of these programmers have 
written , or are capable or writing, software 
with potential in the marketplace. Often 
times, an excellent program never 
reaches the users because of the 
rigamarole involved in getting a program 
to market. 

The I PG is the doorway to that market. 
If you have already created a program, or 
can write one that you think will appeal to 
end users, you're a candidate for Guild 
membership. But you may wonder, "what 
will it do for me?" or "how do I get 
involved?" These and many other 
questions have been raised since the 
Guild's formation. 

A central information point 

The need for a central information 
point has become apparent. Because the 
start of the new year is always a good 
time to make improvements, Rising Star 
would like to introduce Steve Helminiak, 
Independent Programmers' Guild Liaison 
(IPGL), or Guildmeister. 

Steve, a businessman, programmer 
and resident of Las Vegas, Nevada, for 17 
years, bought his QX-10 a year and a half 
ago. He was one of the first programmers 
to respond to Rising Star's announce
ment of the I PG. Since COM DEX last 
November, Steve has been setting up an 
information system that will provide a 
smooth line between independent 
programmers and Rising Star. 

I PG members and would-be members 
can contact Steve for information about 

submitting programs for consideration, as 
well as for ideas and advice. He has set 
up a special access-protected electronic 
bulletin board from which uploaded 
software can't be downloaded without a 
special password. Market trends, news 
and ideas, current product certifications, 
and other information will be posted 
regularly. This board will also be a place 
where news and ideas can be swapped 
between independent programmrs. A 24-
hour E-MAIL machine for other communi
cations has also been set up. 

Steve also plans a monthly newsletter for 
IPG members, and will be Alpha testing 
the submitted programs. 

Becoming a member 

If you're interested in becoming a 
member of the IPG, contact Steve 
Helminiak and request a membership 
application. The general guidelines for 
membership are: 

• You must not be a paid staff member 
of Rising Star Industries. 

• The programs you submit can be 
written in any language, and run over 
TPM, C/PM, MSDOS or TOS (the Atari 
520ST operating system). 

(Continued on Page 22) 

Independent Programmers Gul1d 
Releases 

Mission USA, an educational program by Dan Oja, is 
designed for children eight years old and up. Mission USA 
helps develop geographical skills, such as recognition of the 
outlines of states on the map, and tests knowledge of state 
capitals, major cities, and key facts about each state. The 
program also aids in understanding the location of each 
state within the continental United States. Mission USA 
contains a challenging prize game that the child can play 
when his score reaches a certain level. 

Mission USA is now available for $34.95. Included are a 
system disk, a data disk, and documentation. 

Mini·Arcade, by Steve Helminiak, is a game disk containing 
three separate programs. "GO-BANG" is similar to tic-tac-toe, 
and originated in the Orient. "SPACEWARS" is a galactic war 
game whose object is to destroy the enemy spacecraft. 
"SO RCERER'S CURSE" is an adventure game that leads you 
through a castle's maze in search of treasures. 

Mini-Arcade is now available for $29.95. The program disk 
and all necessary documentation are included. 

The Early Learner's Toolkit, written by Dan Oja, is an easy 
to use learning activity disk for children between the ages of 
three and six. It contains nine separate programs, each 
covering a different learning activity. And there are prizes! 
When a child correctly answers a set number of questions, 
the program draws a graphic representation of a popular 
nursery rhyme and actually plays the tune for him! 

The Early Learner's Toolkit includes a system disk, a data 
disk, and documentation explaining each of the nine 
programs. It is now available from Rising Star Industries for 
$34.95. 

The Early Reader's Toolkit, also written by Dan Oja, is 
designed for children between the ages of five and eight. 
This program draws a picture and asks the child to identify 
the picture from a list of choices. When the child has 
correctly identified a set of pictures, he receives a game prize 
from The Incredible Prize Machine. 

The Early Reader's Toolkit includes a system disk, a data 
disk, and documentation explaining the program and the 
prize games. It is now available from Rising Star Industries 
for $34.95. 

To order, call Rising Star Industries at 213-373-9127 or 213-373-9112. Or write to us at 25500 Hawthorne Blvd., Suite 2000, 
Torrance, CA 90505. Visa, MasterCard and American Express accepted. Personal checks require a 15-day clearance period 
before shipping. Please allow four to six weeks for delivery. 

Independent Programmers Guild is a trademark of Rising Star Industries. 
The Early Learner's Tool Kit, The Early Readers Tool Kit, and Mission USA are trademarks of Dan Oja. 
Mini-Arcade is a trademark of Steve Helminiak. 
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DEfKEY WITH r ANCY : 

Fancy Font Meets Va/docs+ 

Fancy Font is a printer enhancement 
the Epson FX-80. It is sold by SoftCrai~ 
program allows beautiful typeset quality J,1 

by manipulating the printhead with multi]~ 
to use, having been designed to print ASt: 
processor, with imbedded commands for tt 
command lines for program execution. M: 
or may dislike imbedded commands or nu 
into account by creating a program called 
and translate them to Fancy Font. Unfotj1 

Valdocs 1.18, and the performance may ~e 
simplified way to use Fancy Font with V:1 

and various control menus. 

A simplified way to use Fancy Font 
with Valdocs+ 

This issue 's Lifestyle article was written 
by William Schools of Carlsbad, 
California. 
(editor's note: The Rising Star cannot 
vouch for the performance of the Fancy 
Font program in conjunction with 
Va/docs+ because we don't have a copy 
of the program. Therefore, we cannot 
test the Defkey Macros described by the 
writer. We are, however, inclined to 
believe that it will work, based on the 
examples submitted by the writer.) 

The print quality of dot matrix printers is 
usually less than spectacular, but Fancy 
Font, a software program available for the 
QX-1 0 from SoftCraft, makes the FX-80 
deliver very high-quality printing in a 
number of typestyles. 

However, the program is fairly difficult 
to use, having been designed to print 
ASCII documents created on a word 
processor, with imbedded commands for 
the Fancy Font controls and complex 
command lines for program execution. 

SoftCraft did take this into account by 
creating a program called "Vfont," 
designed to read Valdocs files and 
translate them to Fancy Font. Unfortu
natly, Vfont only works with Val docs 1 .18, 
and the performance may be inconsistent. 

Using the Defkey and various control 
menus, I've created a simplified way to 
use Fancy Font with Valdocs+. 

The basic sequence is as follows: 
1) Create a document as normal using 

Val docs. 
2) lmbed the necessary Fancy Font 

commands. 
3) Store the document as an ASCII file. 
4) Use MENU to run a Fancy Font 

parameter file on the ASCII document for 
the final printout. 
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Prepare the Fancy Font command 
file 

Step one is to prepare the Fancy Font 
command file. This is a file that is stored 
on the data disk as a non-indexed file with 
the extension .ffi . It simply contains the 
series of parameters necessary to 
execute Fancy Font on the ASCII 
document. This file can be written in 
Val docs, then stored as an ASCII file from 
the Quirks ([Control]+[Q]) menu. The 
following is an exact example of the file to 
write: 
ROMN12 ROMNB12 ROMNl12 
ROMNBB ROMNBP +Fl 
B:VALTOFF.DOC +FL" CS# 

The first line contains the fonts. 
(Parameter +FO). There are five fonts, 
numbered 0 through 4: ROMN12 is 
Roman 12-point (the normal, everyday 
font) ; ROMNB12 is Roman 12-point bold; 
ROMNl12 is Roman 12-point italic; 
ROMNBB is Roman 8-point subscript; 
and ROMNBP is Roman 8-point 
superscript. 

+Fl refers to the ti le name to be printed. 
The ASCII file created from the Val docs 
document will always be called 
VALTOFF.DOC (VALdocs TO Fancy 
Font.DOCument) 

+FL" C S#" tells Fancy Font to print 
a footer with the page number centered. 
It may be desirable to store the 
document for future reference 

This file should be written in Valdocs, 
then stored as a text-only ASCII non
indexed file from the Quirks menu . It 
should be given the name FANCY.FF! 

It is actually desirable to have two 
Fancy Font parameter files for reasons 
that will be explained later. The second 
file should look exactly like this: 
+RD 6 +FO ROMN12 ROMNB12 
ROMNl12 ROMNBB ROMNBP +Fl 
B:VALTOFF.DOC +FL" CS#" 

This file should also be converted to 

text-only ASCII and named DRAFT.FF!. 
Note that this file is exactly the same as 
FANCY.FF! , with the additional 
command +RD 6. This command tells 
Fancy Font to print the document in a 
rough draft mode. This is useful for 
previewing what documents will look like 
in case changes need to be made. The 
actual high-quality printout is quite slow 
since as many as 12 passes are made 
over each line. 

From the [Control)+[U) mode in the 
Valdocs+ editor, you can now create the 
four Defkeys you will need. They are 
created as fo11ows: 
PRESS: 
[CONTROL] [W] [CONTROL] [P] 
[RETURN] [RETURN) 
enter: 00 
[RETURN] 
enter: R 
[RETURN] 
enter: 08.0 
[RETURN) [+/-) [STORE) [CONTROL] 
enter: QS 
[RETURN] 
enter: T 
[RETURN] 
enter: VAL TOFF. DOC 
[+/-) [STORE] [+/-) [STORE] 
First Defkey ([Control)+[O)) is complete. 
Move to [Control] [1). 
PRESS: 
[+/-) [CONTROL] [H] 
[RETURN) 
enter: L 
[RETURN) 
Second Defkey completed. 
Move cursor to first position for [Control] 
[2). 
PRESS: 
[SPACE BAR][+/-]_ [DOWN ARROW] 
[RETURN] [<) [SPACE BAR) 
enter: B: DRAFT. FFI 
[RETURN] 
Third Defkey completed. 
Move cursor to first position for [Control] 



FONT AND V ALDOCS + 

tt program for dot matrix printers such as 
Ii in a version for the QX-10. This 
:,rintouts in v~ious fonts of different sizes 
l~}e passes. However, it is fairly complex 
fJII documents created on a word 
;b.e Fancy Font controls and complex 
!:any users of Valdocs are unfamiliar with 
n:nning cp/m. SoftCraft nicely took this 
I "Vfont", designed to read Valdocs files 
j.unately, this is only available with 
>e inconsistent. This paper describes a 
";Jdocs + files through the use of defkey 

(Actual sample of printing using Va/docs+ with Fancy Fon t.) 

[3]. 
PRESS: 
[+/-] [DOWN ARROW] [RETURN] [<) 
enter: B: FANCY. FFI 
[RETURN] 

Fourth Defkey completed. 

When all four Defkeys are completed, 
your Defkey screen should look exact ly 
like this: 

commands when they are preceded by 
the reverse slash ('-.). Basically, FF must 
be told the fo llowing: 

1) FONTS: Font 0, or Roman 12, will be 
automatical ly selected at the beginning. 
But FF does not recognize the Valdocs 
fonts (bold, italic, subscript and 
superscript); it needs to be told. 

To indicate bo ld typestyle, insert a [') 
[1] immediately before text that is bold 
and a ['-.] [OJ immediately after. 

To indicate italic, insert a ["-) [2] 

Ctr 1-0: ~.)00.!R.!08 . 0.)~S .!T .)\/RL TOFF . DOCtJ1).11J 
Ctrl-1: U· ____________________ _ 
Ctrl-2: ~< B:DRAFT.FFO _______________ _ 
Ctrl-3: <B:FRNCV.FFIJ. _______________ _ 
Ctrl-4: 
Ctrl -5: 5 _________________________ _ 
Ctrl -6; 6 _ ___________________ _ 
Ctrl -7: ? ___ __________________ ____ _ 
Ctrl -8 : 8 ____________________ ___ _ 
Ctrl -9: 9•=-----------------------

163 characters remain for VALDOCS definitions. 
<NOTE: Ctrl-0 thru Ctrl-9 use the numeric keypad only l ) 

Now, press [STORE) to store al l Defkeys. 
The functions of the Defkeys wi ll be 
exp lained later. 

Now that we've completed the Fancy 
Font parameters and Defkeys, we can 
make and print documents fa irly eas ily. 

First, create a document as normal 
using Valdocs and store it as a Valdocs 
indexed file. Th is assures that a copy of 
the document will be available in that 
form. 

Second, retrieve the document you 
just created and prepare it for Fancy 
Font. 

A very simple document with no font 
changes, centering, etc., may not need 
any modification. The Fancy Font 
program recognizes imbedded 

immediately before text that is italic, and a 
['-.] [OJ immediately after. 

Use ['] [3] for subscript and[-.....) [4] for 
superscript in the same way. 

2) CENTER IN G: FF does not recognize 
Val docs centering. Simply insert a ['-,] [c] 
at the beginning of centered lines. 

3) UNDERLI N ING: FF also'does not 
recognize Valdocs underli ning. Insert[-.....] 
[u] before and after words that are to be 
underlined. 

After inserting the necessary FF 
commands, the document will be 
different, but is still a Valdocs document. 
It may be desi rable to store this document 
also for futu re reference. 

Now, retrieve the document again and 
prepare to run Fancy Font. 

When the document is ready, hit 
[Control]+[O] (numeric keypad on ly!) 
This will put the cursor at the beginning of 
the document and set the left margin at 
0.0 inches and the right margin at 8.0 
inches from the [Control)+ [P] menu. It 
will then select [Control)+[Q] and store 
the document as a non-indexed text-on ly 
ASCII fi le under the name VAL TO FF.DOC. 

When this function is complete, hit 
[Control]+ [1 ). Th is wi ll call up Menu of 
Applications for the left drive. 

When called for, remove the Valdocs 
disk and insert the Fancy Font d isk with 
fonts, and hit any key. Make sure the 
printer is ready. For best resu lts, the top of 
the page should be positioned just below 
the top of the ribbon. There is no 
"unprintable lines" capability as in 
Valdocs. 

Then press either [Control]+[2] or 
[Control] + [3) . [Control]+ [2] wi ll print 
out a rapid, rough draft copy. This shou ld 
be analyzed first for proper placement of 
fonts, centering, etc. [Control]+[3] will 
commence the final high-quality printout. 

When the Fancy Font program (Pfont) is 
done there wi ll be an A prompt (A>) on 
the s~reen. Remove the FF disk and insert 
the Valdocs Run disk. Hit [Control)+ [C] 
and then type RESTART. This wi ll place 
the system back into Valdocs and you're 
ready, if you wish, to begin again.* 

NOTES: 
1) The font sizes are not the same 

between Fancy Font and Valdocs. 
Therefore, sentences wi ll not end in the 
same p laces. The same is true for 
paragraphs and pages. Fancy Font does 
its own pagination. Use [Control]+ [2] 
(rough draft) to check for desired breaks. 
A['-,] [p] can be inserted anywhere 1n the 
document to force a new page. 

2)Tabs and li ne spacing set in Valdocs 
seem to work fine with Fancy Font. * 
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Fie Id Marketing Representa i ve™ 

'I/ I / 
l// ,1/ 
/ 

/ / 
/~/ 

Our Field Marketing Representative Program is designed to let you see our software in action, and discuss the 
advantages of our products before you buy. Published below is an updated list of FM Rs whom you may contact to discuss 
your software needs. 

Also listed here are FMRUs (Users Groups) and FMRDs (dealers). If you are interested in becoming a Field Marketing 
Representative, contact Ray Spencer at (213) 373-9127. 

Jerry Mallard Mark- Jacobson Walker Freeman 
ALASKA Miami, FL Severn a Park, MD 
Mary Awand Victorville, CA Phone: 305-442-2442 Phone: 301-437-4444 
Fairbanks, AK Phone: 619-243-1371 
Phone: 907-457-2604 Clyde Hummel Thomas Barnes Paul L. Howard 

Costa Mesa, CA Orlando, FL Millington, MD 
ARIZONA Phone: 714-898-8330 Phone 305-841-1 070 Phone : 301 -928-5101 
Henry Sattig 
Goodyear, AZ Wayne Langill Fred Sjostrom MICHIGAN 
Phone: 602-932-4457 Lompoc, CA Fort Walton Beach, FL Timothy F. Con klin 

Phone: 805-733-1043 Phone: 904-862-2205 Byron Center, MI 
ARKANSAS 

George Zink 
Phone 616-698-7677 

Kenneth Jones Steve Griffith 
Little Rock, AR Simi Valley, CA Jacksonville, FL Norman Kean 
Phone: 501 -227-7611 Phone: 805-499-1966 Phone: 904-268-2731 St. Lou is, Ml 

GEORGIA Phone: 51 7-681-5908 
CALIFORNIA Curtis A. Tidmore 
Harry Martin South San Francisco, CA Mark Fosgate Carl Kleihege 
Barstow, CA Phone: 41 5-878-9943 Brunswick, GA Yale, Ml 
Phone: 619-252-3351 Phone: 91 2-264-8524 Phone: 313-387-3916 

Douglas Newport 
Richard W. Flemming Steve Huntley Suisun, CA Lynn Spietz 

Los Angeles, CA Phone: 707-428-5459 Lawrenceville, GA Oak Park, Ml 
Phone: 213-930-1282 Phone: 404-979-0917 Phone: 313-398-1329 

COLORADO 
ILLINOIS Don Lewis Steve Schockley Dr. William Menter 

Long Beach, CA Golden, CO Joseph P. Ferche Imlay City, Ml 
Phone: 213-498-1 372 Phone: 303-278-8369 Chicago, IL Phone: 313-724-3655 

Phone: 31 2-338-6794 
John Park CONNECTICUT 

IN DIANA 
MINNESOTA 

Los Angeles, CA James E. Lash Tri cia Anderson 
Phone: 213-380-5668 Headline, CT Scott Bushnell Elk Riner, MN 

Phone: 203-526-9663 Indianapoli s, IN Phone : 612-441-4067 
Michael Ito Phone: 317-299-0219 
Sacramento, CA Steve Summit 

Ralph Haines, Ph.D. 
MISSISSIPPI 

Phone: 916-739-8739 South Glastonbury, CT Philip May 
Phone: 203-659-1901 Fort Wayne, IN Leland, MS 

Mickey Ask, M.D. Phone: 219-483-7344 Phone: 601-686-2457 
Colton, CA Robin Perry 

KANSAS 
Phone: 714-824-3156 Waterford, CT NEBRASKA 

Phone: 203-526-9663 Donald O'Toole Lionel Alford 
William G Miller Topeka, KS Omaha, NB 
San Diego, CA FLORIDA Phone: 91 3-272-7550 Phone: 402-292-5878 
Phone: 619-576-9135 Craig Bacheller 

MARYLAND Palm Bay, FL Kenneth Moore 
Burke Belknap Phone: 305-724-51 25 A. Pattakos Omaha, NB 
El Toro, CA Kensington, MD Phone: 402-558-0511 
Phone: 714-859-0641 Thomas W. Pospeshi l Phone: 301 -564-0838 

Fort Lauderdale, FL 
Phone: 305-523-7080 
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NEBRASKA (continued) 
Daniel Nelson 
Lincoln, NB 
Phone: 402-423-544 7 

Thomas H. England 
Grand Island, NB 
Phone: 308-382-2122 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Lonny Brown 
Greenfield, NH 
Phone: 603-547-3422 

NEW JERSEY 
Ronald Wilhelmy 
West Milford, NJ 
Phone: 201-728-2369 

Howard F. Barrett, Sr. 
West Patterson, NJ 
Phone: 201-890-0423 

Cynthia Bandfield 
Rockaway, NJ 
Phone: 201-627-9472 

NEW MEXICO 
Judy Sharp 
Alburquerque, NM 
Phone: 505-821-8745 

Robert J. Montoya 
Santa Fe, NM 
Phone: 505-4 71-5207 

NEW YORK 
Francis Lin 
Bath, NY 
Phone: 607-776-7270 

John Whiting 
Dobbs Ferry, NY 
Phone: 91 4-693-9053 

Larry Huffty 
Williamsville, NY 
Phone: 71 6-632-5959 

NORTH DAKOTA 
Lowell Wolff 
Fargo, ND 
Phone: 701-241-4 731 

OHIO 
James Mulick 
Columbus, OH 
Phone: 614-267-2922 

Dan Sterry 
Franklin, OH 
Phone: 513-746-7167 

OKLAHOMA 
Jack Grubbs 
Tulsa, OK 
Phone: 918-627-6042 

Frank Oler 
Tulsa, OK 
Phone: 91 8-835-6420 

OREGON 
Bill Stoebig 
Eugene, OR 
Phone: 503-686-1173 

Rosemary Vaillancourt 
Portland, OR 
Phone: 503-761-7245 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Lou Scheggia 
Chokhill, PA 
Phone: 412-439-1773 

Charles MacKay 
Fogelsville, PA 
Phone: 215-398-3449 

Michael Green 
Mechanicsburg, PA 
Phone: 71 7-697-4188 

Mel Fechner 
South Hampton, PA 
Phone : 215-357-6119 

James Scotland 
Oxford, PA 
Phone: 21 5-932-8680 

TEXAS 
Jerry Conger 
Arlington, TX 
Phone: 81 7-261-0577 

Robert Baker 
Austin, TX 
Phone: 51 2-448-5905 

Glen Jansma 
Austin , TX 
Phone: 51 2-441-1523 

Gregory Hampton 
Brownsville, TX 
Phone: 512-544-3022 

David S. Powers 
Dallas, TX 
Phone: 214-328-6734 

Bob Roth 
Garland, TX 
Phone: 214-840-1092 

Michael Holcombe 
Irving, TX 
Phone: 214-659-91 59 

Steven Franz 
Richardson, TX 
Phone: 214-234-3530 

Ron Sconyers 
San Antonio, TX 
Phone: 512-497-4242 

UTAH 
Wade Forbush 
Fruit Heights, UT 
Phone: 801-546-4412 

Richard Borstad! 
Salt Lake City, UT 
Phone: 801-534-1615 

VERMONT 
Donald Kunst 
Rutland, VT 
Phone: 802-773-1747 

Hugh Folsom 
West Townshend VT 
Phone: 802-87 4-41 69 

VIRGINIA 
Charles Edwards 
Schuyler, VA 
Phone: 804-831-2203 

Al Fulp 
Portsmouth, VA 
Phone: 804-483-6055 

Peter Kirsch 
Vienna, VA 
Phone: 703-790-9648 

Walter Kent 
Lynchburg , VA 24501 
Phone: 804-239-8580 

Kenneth W. Howard 
Richmond, VA 
Phone: 804-231-2283 

William Walton 
Richmond, VA 
Phone: 804-359-4360 

Lynn Williams 
Richmond, VA 
Phone: 804-788-9750 

WASHINGTON 
Dyanne Tryon 
Seattle, WA 
Phone: 206-364-6925 

WISCONSIN 
Thomas E. McGranahan 
Kenosha, WI 
Phone: 414-654-81 79 

Craig Marcus 
Madison , WI 
Phone: 608-233-9589 

PUERTO RICO 
Patrick Wangen 
Humacao, PR 
Phone: 809-850-7298 

CANADA 
Douglas H. Kitson 
Charlesburg , Quebec 
Phone: 418-648-0576 

David Sweeney 
Montreal, Ontario 
Phone: 514-342-0195 

Mauro G. DiPasquale 
Warkworth , Ontario 
Phone: 705-924-2341 

Walter Gollick 
Toronto, Ontario 
Phone: 41 6-752-4515 

Maurice Carson 
Edmonton , Alberta 
Phone: 403-456-0514 

FIELD MARKETING REPS 
USERS GROUPS 

CALIFORNIA 
George Kneeland 
Epson Users Group 
of Sacramento 
11 7 Waterglen Circle 
Sacramento, CA 95826 
Phone: 91 6-383-4352 

CONNECTICUT 
David Zwang 
Epson North Metro Users Group 
Number 4 Marion Street 
Danbury, CT 0681 o 
Phone: 203-7 43-1 451 

NEW YORK 
Charles Zurenko 
The Neon Group 
P.O. Box 212 
Little Neck, NY 11363 
Phone: 718-631-5945 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Richard Shoemaker 
N.E.U.G. 
P.O. Box 1 076 
Lemont, PA 16851 
Phone: 814-237-5511 

TEXAS 
Jerry Conger 
EP-SIG 
701 Wayland Drive 
Arlington , TX 76012 
Phone: 817-261-0577 

Dave Counts 
The Alamo Epson 
San Antonio, TX 78227 
Phone: 51 2-675-2995 

VIRGINIA 
Bob Vawter 
Hampton Roads Epson 
Users Group 
843 Hailsham Place 
Newport News, VA 23602 
Phone: 804-872-8523 

WASHINGTON 
Bill Batson 
Epson Salts 
5903 244th Street S.W. 
Unit C 
Mountlake Terrace, WA 98043 
Phone: 206-775-511 o 

WEST VIRGINIA 
Jean Stone 
Alpha Epson Computer Club 

of West Virginia 
2004 Kanawha Terrace 
St. Albans, WV 25177 
Phone: 304-727-1117 

CANADA 
Vernon Paige 
Epson Club of Toronto 
3 McNicoll Avenue 
Willowdale, Ontario M2 H-2A6 
Phone: 416-494-1380 
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FIELD MARKETING REPS 
DEALERS 

ALASKA 
Roger L. Ellis 
Computer Technologies 
7 40 West 71 st Avenue 
Anchorage, AK 99518 
Phone: 907-349-6882 

ARIZONA 
Jeff Newman 
3631 East Indian 

School Road 
Phoenix, AZ 8501 8 
Phone 602-957-7369 

ARKANSAS 
Curtis Bailey 
DataWorld Inc. 
11121 N. Rodney Parham 
Little Rock, AR 72212 
Phone: 501-225-2201 

Tom Rogerson 
Computers Plus, Inc. 
502 West Ema Avenue 
Springdale, AR 72764 
Phone: 501-751-8260 

CALIFORNIA 
Lance Erickson 
402 West Arrow Hwy. 
Suite 6 
San Dimas, CA 91773 
Phone 714-599-8361 

Don Hollingsworth 
N.C. Electronics 
938 Verdulera Street 
Camarillo, CA 93010 
Phone: 805-987-3881 

Bob Snyder 
Snyders cope 
8080 La Mesa Blvd. 
Suite 113 
La Mesa, CA 92041 
Phone 619-466-6277 

Joelen Heath 
Individualized Computer 

Service 
11 0 Q. North Olive Street 
Ventura, CA 93001 
Phone: 805-643-1041 

COLORADO 
Pat Wood 
Micro Data Systems Sales 
9705 E. Colfax 
Aurora, CO 8001 0 
Phone 303-364-4200 

CONNECTICUT 
Donald H. MacDougall 
Unified Systems/ Computer 

Services, Inc. 
187 West Town Street 
Norwich, CT 06360 
Phone: 203-886-1629 

Bill Garrity 
Garrity Computer Service 
197 Tremont Avenue 
Bridgeport, CT 06360 
Phone: 203-886-1629 
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DELAWARE 
Gerry Smith 
G.W. Smith Associates 
62 N. Chapel Street 
Newark, DE 1 9711 
Phone 302-738-7308 

ILLINOIS 
Paul Hertz 
Midwest Microcomputers 
708 S. Main 
Lombard, IL 60148 
Phone: 312-495-9889 

IN DIANA 
Donald Brannan 
Brannan & Son 
Route 11 , Box 511 
Brazil , IN 47834 
Phone: 81 2-443-5435 

Hank Holevinsky 
C.M.E. Electronics Group Inc. 
71 08 Calumet Avenue 
Hammond, IN 46324 
Phone: 219-932-5060 

Jenny Brisby · 
Universal Microcomputer 
922 East Jefferson 
South Bend, IN 4661 7 
Phone 219-282-1676 

Dave Casborn 
Casborn Electric 

Company, Inc. 
123 E. Lincoln Way 
Valparaiso, IN 46383 
Phone: 21 9-462-4194 

Jack Langford 
Langford Computer Service 
3839 Colonial Drive 
Columbus, IN 47203 
Phone: 81 2-376-0660 

IOWA 
Douglas Shonley 
Bytes & Nails 
111 5 Nebraska 
Sioux City, 10 51105 
Phone: 712-277-0058 

KANSAS 
Bart Kelley 
Bits n' Bytes 
1216 W. 8th Street 
Topeka, KS 66601 
Phone: 913-233-4003 

MAINE 
Dan Greeley 
OGE Computer Services 
289 Waterside Lane 
So. Berwick, ME 03908 
Phone: 207-438-2356 

MASSACHUSETTS 
David Crooker 
A-1 Computers 
830 Crescent Street 
Lomberts Square 
Brockton, MA 02402 
Phone: 617-583-2717 

Carl Zajas 
McZ Ltd. 
84 Copeland Plaza 
Mansfield, MA 02048 
Phone: 617-339-5963 

MICHIGAN 
Don Miller 
Northern T.V. Company 
P.O. Box 534 
Prudenville, Ml 48651 
Phone: 517-336-7644 

Dan Oja 
C. L.A.S.S. Computers 
315 West Washington 
Marquette, MI 49855 
Phone: 906-225-0433 

MINNESOTA 
Graham Kimble 
Computer Information 

Associates 
201 S. Water Street 
Northfield, MN 55057 
Phone: 507-663-1233 

Glen Ames 
Custom Computer 

Applications 
6145 Apple Road 
Shorewood, MN 55331 
Phone: 612-474-5385 

NEVADA 
George Groth 
D & G Computer Systems 

of Nevada 
1987 North Carson Street #15 
Carson City, NV 89701 
Phone: 702-885-0220 

Steve Helminiak 
Interstate Computer Consultant 
2029 Valley Drive 
Las Vegas, NV 891 08 
Phone: 702-646-4111 

NEW JERSEY 
Roberta Beavers 
Computer Lodge, Inc. 
P.O. Box 152 
Morris Plains, NJ 07950 
Phone: 201-539-9293 

Pat Dean 
Valentine's 
658 Whitehead Road 
Lawrenceville, NJ 08648 
Phone: 609-394-8121 

NEW YORK 
William Colaizzi 
The Computer Terminal 
5277 Upper Mount Morris Road 
Leicester, NY 14481 
Phone: 716-243-1140 

NORTH DAKOTA 
Lloyd Kuhlman 
Central Business Systems 
Highway 281 S., Box 569 
Jamestown, ND 58401 
Phone: 701-252-7474 

OHIO 
Steve Kallman 
Barnes & Noble, Computer 

Division 
2400 Euclid Avenue 
Cleveland, OH 44115 
Phone: 216-687-2129 

OKLAHOMA 
Dean Perez 
Video-Comp, Inc. 
1 030 N.W. 388th Street 
Lawton, OK 73505 

OREGON 
Frank Conliffe 
Frank's Computer Center 
199 N. Broadway 
Coos Bay, OR 97 420 
Phone: 503-269-1642 

PENNSYLVANIA 
James E. Warner 
Computer Dynamics Inc. 
31 20 Parkview Lane 
Harrisburg, PA 17111 
Phone: 717-564-4141 

James E. Warner 
Computer Dynamics Inc. 
3120 Parkview Lane 
Harrisburg, PA 17111 
Phone: 717-564-4141 

Lisa Groner 
Matric Ltd. Computer 

Showcase 
31 4 West Park Street 
Franklin , PA 16323 
Phone: 814-437-2408 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
Joe Upchurch 
Ratebook Computers Inc. 
1111 Broad Street 
Camden, SC 29020 
Phone: 803-432-5469 

TENNESSEE 
George Harris 
CompuMatch Inc. 
11 7 West Brand Bar Circle 
Oak Ridge, TN 37830 
Phone: 615-483-4400 

TEXAS 
Jim Brecheen 
Basix Controls Systems 
1 800 Surveyor 
Carrollton, TX 75006 
Phone: 21 4-245-6435 

Ronnie Franklin 
R. F. I. Electric 
2916 S.E. Loop 820 
Fort Worth, TX 76140 
Phone 81 7-293-3282 

VERMONT 
Tom Barefoot 
Universal Micro Systems, 

Inc. 
P.O. Box 510 
Waitsfield, VT 05673 
Phone 802-496-5500 



WASHINGTON 
Bob Boyce 
Computer Emporium 
P.O. Drawer K 
Southworth, WA 98386 
Phone 206-876-6683 

WEST VIRGINIA 
Mary Sharp 
Computers Plus, Inc. 
2077 Charleston Town 

Center 
Charleston, WV 25389 
Phone: 304-342-4848 

CANADA 
Dave Hockey 
Future World Computers 

N.S., Inc. 
1 42 Aberdeen Street 
Kentville, N.S. B4 N-2 N4 

CANADA 
Phone: 902-678-01 01 

David Sweeney 
Compupak, Inc. 
3880 DeCourtrai 
Montreal , Ontario H3S-1 C1 

CANADA 
Phone: 514-735-0501 

Unleash the Rembrandt in you! 
The electronic canvas is here. Even if you've never thought of 
yourself as an artist, Valpaint's versatility and ease of use allow you 
to create things you've only dreamed possible. 

Now, Valpaint offers even more versatility. 
From airbrush sketches to fashion design, from coloring books for 
the kids to professional electronic paintings, Valpaint gives you all 
the tools necessary to create the outstanding graphics you want. 

Create you own letterheads and logos with Valpaint's Hershey 
Fonts. Valpaint now comes equipped with 12 different typestyles 
ranging from Old English to Script. that can be "typed" or "rubber 
stamped" on the screen. Magnify or shrink your picture to any size 
you want. Paint a picture twice as big as your monitor viewing 
screen. Create as many as 25 custom colors and 40 custom patterns. 

Valpaint is as easy to use as the rest of Valdocs, which means your 
children can use it too - for homework assignments, arts and crafts 
projects, or just exploring their own artistic potential. No electronic 
paint package on any microcomputer offers you the power and 
versatility of Valpaint. Here are just a few of the features found in 
Val paint: 

• Freehand pencil • Eraser • Paintbrush • 
Airbrush • Record/Playback function • Area fill • 
Geometric Shapes • Multiple levels of zoom • 
Color separation capabilities • 125 colors on Epson 
machines equipped with color, plus capabilities for 
25 additional custom colors • 60 patterns, plus 
room for an additional 40 custom patterns • Block 
functions • Outputs to a variety of printers • 

Paul E. Kirk 
Automated Business 

Equipment 
830 Third Avenue East 
Owen Sound, Ontario 

N4K-5P5 CANADA 
Phone: 519-376-7717 

Kevin Arram 
A.T.C. Micro Computer 
816 First Avenue North 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan 

S7K-1 Y CANAN A 
Phone: 306-244-1200 

Doug Brost 
Broadview Computer 
1033516 8th Avenue N.E. 
Calgary, Alberta T2A-6K5 

CANADA 
Phone: 403-235-2440 * 

Drawing has never been this easy! 
With Valdraw you can quickly and easily design almost anything -
from electrical schematics to floorplans and landscapes. Simple 
access to circles, rectangles, French curves, or arcs makes it easy 
to create professional quality drafting. And Valdraw's grid overlay 
option allows you to get accurate scaling. 

Now Valdraw is even better than before. 
Valdraws' improved internal math package nearly eliminates 
rounding errors. Repetitive actions, drawing to scale and the 
notation of dimensions can now be made with greater accuracy. 
Use the new decimal ruler system with English and metric measure
ments for lots of flexibility. 

Completed drawings can be passed on to Valpaint for the addition 
of more color and other final details. Valdraw has many more 
features, including: 

Mouse, digitizer or keyboard interface • 32 levels of 
zoom • Templates of shapes that can be created as 
single files • Simple text entry • Automatically 
scaled dimension lines • Block rotation • On
screen rule option for creating scale drawings • The 
ability to edit and merge drawings • a 7-color
palette • Multiple printer/plotter support • 

Both Va/draw and Va/paint run on the Epson QX-10116 and require the Va/docs 
environment. 

Package includes everything you need to get started: Va/paint, Va/draw, two manuals, 
and a Mouse Systems optical mouse (retail value $175.00). The price of the package is 
still a low $495.00. 

To order, fill out the form on the back cover and mail it to Rising Star Industries. Or call 
(213) 373-9127 or (213) 373-9112. Visa, MasterCard and American Express accepted. 
Personal checks require up to a 15-day clearance period before shipping. No personal 
checks accepted on C. 0. 0. orders. Please allow four to six weeks for delivery. 

Valpaint, Valdraw and Valdocs are registed trademarks of Rising Star Industries. 
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Defkey Macros 
(Continued from page 11) 

Automatic Underlining 
Submitted by Jean Pond, Vermillion, 
South Dakota. 

I do scientific writing, and often must 
underline single words (such as the name 
of a bacterial species) of various lengths. 
Normally, underlining a word involves 
backspacing to the beginning of the 
word, then holding the underline key -
several keystrokes. I've created a Defkey 
Macro that underlines the previous word 
typed, of whatever length, and moves the 
cursor back to your starting place. In 
addition to underlining scientific names, it 
is of great value when underlining titles in 
a bibliography. Here are the steps: 

PRESS: 

[+/-] [LEFT ARROW] [+/-] [WORD] 

[+/-] [CONTROL]+[STYLE] 

[+/-] [RIGHT ARROW] [+/-] [WORD] 

[+/-] [CONTROL]+[STYLE] 

Dialogs 
(Continued from Page 5) 

Q. is it true that you can just turn the 
power off in Va/docs any time you want, 
without losing any data? A friend of 
mine says he saw a Rising Star person 
demonstrate this at a Users Group 
meeting. That sounds really dangerous 
to me. 

J. Poole 
Medford, Oregon 

A. I've heard that some demonstrations 
like that took place last Spring, but I 
totally disapprove of the practice. While 
Valdocs does afford a certain amount of 
protection against power failures, the 
primary benefit of restart files is that 
they allow you to leave work in progress 
"out" while moving around the system. 
To me, indiscriminately turning the 
power on and off, even under the best 
of circumstances, is rather like Russian 
roulette. If the disks are completely 
dormant, you can probably get away 
with it, but if a "WRITE" should start at 
the same instant you turn the power off, 
POW. In fact, in SCHEDULER, turning 
the power off would almost aways be 
fatal. With these and other exceptions 
floating around it is better to have a 
guaranteed failsafe procedure, so here 
it is : 
Before turning the power off, press 
[MENU] and wait for its Interaction 
window to appear. 
This is 100% safe - and except in the 
most unusual of cases , quite fast.* 
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Moves cursor to beginning of word 

Activates underline function 

Moves cursor to end of word 

De-activates underline function * 

Notes from 
Customer Sales and Service 

Providing service and support to 
our customers is very important to 
Rising Star. We have a fully staffed 
and trained Customer Services 
Division available to answer your 
questions over the phone Monday 
thru Friday, 9 AM to 5 PM (PDT). 
Whether you are completely new to 
computers, or you are a computer 
expert, they can give you quick and 
easy solutions to any problems you 
might be experiencing. 

In addition to our in-house 
customer service staff we also have 
five Field Support Specialists 
operating Bulletin Boards around 
the country to offer assistance and 
information. 

All of our Customer Support 
numbers are listed below: 

Customer Services 
Hotline 

Customer Services 
213-373-9127 

BBS 213-373-3709 
Field Support Specialists: 

Pacific 619-462-7227 
Northeast & 

Canada 
South 
East 
Las Vegas 

614-687-3530 
504-383-5861 
703-620-541 8 
702-646-0509 

Basically Speaking 
(continued from page 8) 

An example of this recursive technique is 
shown below in the program TREE.BAS. 
This was written by Bob Boothe of RSI. 

10 REM bob boothe may 84 
recursive tree drawing program 

15 CLS 0 
20 DEF FN TREE(L) 
25 DRAW(2*L*L+5) 
30 IF L<1 THEN MOVE 

(4):CIRCLE 4:MOVE (-4): 
GOTO 95 

50 TURN (-45) 
60 A=FN TREE (L-1) 
70 TURN (90) 
80 A=FN TREE (L-1) 
90 TURN (-45) 
95 DRAW (-2*L*L-5) 
100 FNEND 
190 CONNECT (0,180) - (639,180) 
200 MOVET0(320,200) 
205 CIRCLE 2 
210 TURNTO(O) 
220 A=FN TREE (6) 
300 DEF FN ROOT(L) 
305 DRAW (8*L) 
310 IF L<1 THEN 380 
330 TURN(30) 
340 A=FN ROOT (L-1) 
350 TURN(-60) 
360 A=FN ROOT(L-1) 
370 TURN(30) 
380 DRAW(-8*L) 
390 FNEND 
400 TURNT0(180) 
410 A=FN ROOT(6) 
500 MOVET0(400,200) 
505 CIRCLE 2 
510 TURNTO(O) 
520 A=FN TREE(3) 
530 TURNT0(180) 
540 A=FN ROOT(3) 
1000 FOR X=10 TO 630 STEP 20 
1010 X2=X:Y2=180 
1020 X1 =320+(X-320)*2:Y1 =399 
1025 IF X1<0 THEN R=X2/(X2-X1): 

X1 =O:Y1 =Y2+(Y1 -Y2)*R 
1026 IF X1>639 THEN 

R=(X2-639)/(X2-X1 ):X1 =639: 
Y1 =Y2+(Y1 -Y2)*R 

1030 CONNECT(X1 ,Y1)-(X2,Y2) 
1035 IF X1 =639 THEN CONNECT 

(0, Y1 )-(639, Y1) 
1040 NEXT * 

/PG 

(Continued from Page 15) 

• All submissions must be either 
compiled or able to run from the 
system prompt without a basic 
compiler. 

We plan to expand into other hardware 
and operating systems in the future. 

Copies of the I PG by-laws, contracts 
and other information are available 
through Steve.* 

IPGL: STEVE HELMINIAK 
P.O. Box 4705 
Las Vegas, Nevada 891 27 
Voice Line: 702-646-0509 
24-hour E-Mail Line: 702-646-5962 



RSI Products - Prices effective January 16, 1986 

VALDOCS+ 
The lastest release of Valdocs featuring greatly increased 
integration and speed. With Valdocs+ you can now pass data from 
the Spreadsheet to the Editor, and merge data from the Cardf1le and 
Address Book to the Editor for report generation and 
MAILMERGE. Valdocs+ includes extensive Help files and a 
manual. $349.00 
Reg istered owners of Valdocs 2 may purchase Valdocs+ for 
$300.00 

VALPAINT/VALDRAW 
Rising Star's exciting graphics package can be used for everything 
from designing buildings or landscapes to creating fashion . 
designs or interior decorations. The package includes everything 
you need to get started: Valdraw, Valpaint, two manuals and a 
Mouse Systems optical mouse (retai l value of $175.00). $495.00 

THE VALDOCS PACKAGE 
Now there is an easy way for you to get all the software you'll 
probably ever need for your Epson and save a considerable sum of 
money. It's called the Valdocs Package and it contains Valdocs+ 
and Valdraw and Valpaint (both described above). 

MANUALS 
Final Valdocs release (when released) 
All updates/upgrades as released 

(Bought individually, total suggested retail value - $1019.00) 
Valdocs Package with Mouse - $549.00 
Valdocs Package with Mouse for registered owners of Valdocs 2 

- $500.00 
Valdocs Package without Mouse - $449.00 
Valdocs Package without Mouse for registered owners of 

Valdocs 2 - $400.00 
(Installment plans are no longer available.) 

RSIBASIC VERSION 2+ 
The Epson QX-1 O is one of the most graphically sophisticated 
personal computers on the market, utilizing the powerful NEC 7220 
graphics controller chip and 128 K of dedicated video memory. 
RSI BASIC is the first (and only) BASIC to put that awesome 
graphics power at your fi ngertips. 
But RSIBASIC's power is not confined to graphics capabilities. It is 
one of the most complete BASICs ever. It is fast, extremely easy to 
use, and its versatility is unsurpassed. 
The package includes a 372-page manual, a diskette containing 
several demo programs, and two games which demonstrate the 
graphics capabilities of RSI BASIC. $149.95 

RSIBASIC COMPILER 
The RSI BASIC Pseudo-Compiler is designed for use with programs 
written in RSI BASIC. The Compiler uses about 19 K bytes of 
memory, leav ing 37K bytes for both your program and data area. 
The Compiler includes a 23-page manual wh ich can be inserted 
into the RSIBASIC Manual. $75.00 
SPECIAL: Purchase RSIBASIC Version 2+ and the RSIBASIC 
Compiler at the same time at the special price of $200.00 

RSI ASSEMBLY LANGUAGE PROGRAMMING TOOLS/ 
TPM Ill USER'S GUIDE 
This package contains five major programming tools and complete 
documentation: 

MACRO 111 - Z-80 MACRO ASSEMBLER 
including information on 
Addressing and Relocation 
Pseudo-Ops 
Macros 
Machine Operation Mnemonics 
Operation of the Assembler 
Error Codes 
Object File Formats 
RSI Z-80 LIN KER 
including information on 
Linker Input Format 
Non-Linkable File Options 
Linkable File Options 
RSI DEBUG I and II 
ZTEL - Z-80 TEXT EDITING 

LANGUAGE 
SEO SCREEN EDITOR 

Included in the package is the TPM 111 User's Guide which explains 
the unique features of the TPM operating system underlyin.g 
Valdocs. It will assist you in using TPM for your own special 
projects. This useful guide contains detailed instructions for: 

TPM Ill Built-in Commands 
Using ZPIP 
Programming with TPM Ill 
Memory Management 
Zapple Monitor and ZDDT 
TPM 111 System Call Reference 
Video Driver Functions 
Plus numerous appendices 

Included with the manual is a TPM utility disk containing various 
utility programs. 
Package price $195.95. TPM 111 User's Guide separately 
$35.00 

GRAPHICS DRIVER MANUAL 
A 300-page manual explaining how to use GDRIVER (the Graphics 
Display Processor). The manual contains valuable information on 
the mechanics involved in using TPM (or CP/M) on a Z-80 CPU; the 
GDRIVER Engine; and the Drawing Option (D-Op) Codes. $35.00 

RSI TOOLS PACKAGE 
The RSI Tools Package is a convenient way for you to acquire all of 
the RSI programming tools available. The RSI Tools package 
contains the following products: 
RSIBASIC Version 2+, RSIBASIC Compiler, TPM Ill User's Guide 
with Utilities, RSI Assembly Language Programming Tools, Graphics 
Driver Manual. 
(Bought seperately, total suggested retail value - $539.00) 
Total price for the RSI Tools Package - $349.00 
Registered owners of RSI BASIC Version 2+ and the RSI BASIC 
Compiler may purchase the package for $99.00 
Registed owners of just RSI BASIC Version 2+ may purchase the 
package for $149.00 

VALPAINT COLORING BOOKS 
The Valpaint Coloring Books contain collections of the line 
drawings designed for use with Valpaint. You can color the . 
drawings using all the tools, patterns, and shades available 1n 
Valpaint. Or let your imagination take over and edit the drawings. 
There's even a small "clip art" fi le so you can create your own 
coloring book pictures. 
All three volumes {I, II, and Ill) - $24.95 

HOW·TO·V2 
In the interim while you're waiting for your Valdocs 2 documentation 
from Epson, we thought you might like to have some documentation 
to get you started. How- To-V2 is 300 pages of docume.ntat1on 
written by RSI staff for internal use. The manual 1s published on 
multiple disks written in Valdocs 2 so you can print out your own 
hard copy. $19.95 

INDEPENDENT PROGRAMMERS' GUILD (IPG) RELEASES 

Early Learner's Toolkit . . 
An activity disk for children between ages three and. six. Contains 
nine separate activities including programs for learn ing numbers, 
letters, counting, adding and more. $34.95 

Early Readers' Toolkit . 
A learning activity program for children between the ages of five 
and eight. Helps children learn to read by asking them to correctly 
identify pictures drawn on the screen. $34.95 

Mission USA 
An educational geography program about the United States for 
children ages eight and up, teaches them physical locations of 
states, key facts about states and more. $34.95 

Mini-Arcade 
Contains three game programs: GO-BANG, a tic-tac-toe game from 
the Orient; SORCERER'S CURSE, a castle maze adventure game; 
SPACEWARS, an intergalactic battle game. $29.95 

NOTE: Some of you have inquired about updates to the TPM II 
Manual. There are no updates to this manual. 
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RISING STAR 
INDUSTRIES 
25500 Hawthorne Blvd. 
Suite 2000 
Torrance 
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PAID 
Los Angeles, CA 
Permit No. 38190 

California 
90505 

Address Correction Requested 

MAILING LIST I PRODUCT ORDER FORM 

D I would like to receive your free publication, THE RISING STAR. Please add my name to your mailing list. 

0 Please send me, free of charge, copies of THE VALDOCS PHILOSOPHY, PARTS 1 & 2. 

D I would like to order the following RSI products: 

Qty. 

D Check/M.O. enclosed 
D C.O.D. ($1.90 charge) 

Description 

D Visa D MasterCard D American Express 

Unit Price 

TOTAL$ 

CA residents add 6%% tax 

Canadian orders add $5 bank chg. 

GRAND TOTAL$ 

NAME _______________________ _ PHONE ( 

Total 

ADDRESS _____________________________________ ~ 

CITY _________________________ ~ STATE ____ ~ ZIP ____ _ 

CARD # EXP. DATE ____ _ 

SIGNATURE DATE ____ _ 

NOTE: Personal checks require up to a 15-day clearance period before shipping. No personal checks accepted on C.O.D. 
orders. All prices include shipping via U.P.S. within the U.S. Out-of-country orders subject to extra shipping charges. All prices 
subject to change. Please allow four to six weeks for delivery. Valdocs is a registered trademark of Rising Star Industries. 

Mail to: RISING STAR INDUSTRIES, 25500 Hawthorne Blvd., Suite 2000, Torrance, CA90505, or phone213/373-9112. 
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