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View from the 

Silicon Surfboard 

by Chris Rutkowski 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS 

Your response to Valdocs+ has been 
most encouraging. Thousands purchased 
V+ during the first eight-weeks - and as 
the word spreads that this product is 
more than people bargained for, orders 
are continuing to pour in. 

User feedback has been nearly 
unanimous: V+ is miles better than any 
previous version of Valdocs. But I 
promised that Valdocs+ would continue 
to improve - with regular updates. So I'm 
pleased to announce that we released 
the first major update to Valdocs+ for 
distribution at the beginning of November. 
(The newly added features are covered 
elsewhere in this issue.) Perhaps the most 
important new feature is Draft Mode in the 
Editor: if I had told you it was going to run 
this fast you wouldn't have believed me -
ease of use and speed co-exist for the first 
time anywhere. 

But we're not finished: Val docs+ owners 
can plan to receive another update some 
time around Christmas. The spell checker 
will probably be ready, and probably the 
check writer as well. And of course, more 
features in the Editor, Spreadsheet, etc. 

MANUAL DEXTERITY 

Last issue, I wondered in writing how we 
would be able to document a product as 
rapidly changing as Valdocs. Getting all 
the data down and right is only part of it. 
(The latest edition is over 300 pages.) 
When a product changes this fast, docu
mentation tends to be obsolete before you 
can Xerox it. 

Well, we decided to take a clue from the 
folks who publish the famous Jeppesen 
Manuals used by pilots worldwide for 
instrument flying , which are updated 
weekly. Starting with the fourth edition of 
the manual , now in preparation, we're 
going to drill the pages for a three ring 
binder and organize the sections to be 
completely modular (which, interestingly, 
exactly mirrors the structure of the Valdocs 
Environment ... ). This allows us to add or 
replace entire modules, or to update only a 
few pages as the circumstances warrant. 

All Valdocs+ owners will receive a copy 
of this "Architecturally Stabilized" manual 
after it is printed. 

A NEW LOOK FOR THE RISING STAR 

Starting with this issue, you'll notice a 
few changes in The Rising Star. This 
magazine started as a simple newsletter 
to a few friends who wanted to be kept 
informed of what we were up to, what we 
were thinking , etc. As we grew, the 
newsletter grew (and should grow again 
by the next issue). Its content will start to 
include more advice along with the 
editorial comment. 

Well , its time for a "big change". 
While I may use this column to 

editorialize, the remainder of our content 
will be shifted from "why" we're doing 
things (appropriate for a newsletter) to 
" HOW" you can do things. Manuals only 
show you how to use tools, how to wrap 
your hand around the handle as it were. 
The magazine will focus on showing you 
what to do with the tools you possess. 

AUTHORS WANTED 

As part of the The Rising Star's new 
direction we' ll be accepting article 
submissions from anyone - we'll pay 
industry standard author fees for the 
articles we publish . 

We're interested in practical uses of 
Valdocs: use of forms , Defkey 
programming, spreadsheets, you name it. 
Anything that can show others a different 
way of looking at how to get the most out 
of their investment. 

Articles should be as specific as 
possible. Give enough details so that 
others, perhaps less experienced than 
yourself, can duplicate your successes. 

EASY MONEY 

Starting next issue, we'll also be 
publishing the most interesting Defkey 
macros that come across our desks. If 
you have any macros that you have come 
to depend on, submit them, along with a 
brief description of what they do. We'll 
pay $25 for any macro we publish . (If you 
really impress us we might even turn it 
into an article - and pay more .. . ) 

P.S. And please don't assume that just 
because some macro you 've concocted 
is blindingly obvious to you that anyone 
else would have figured it out. Submit! * 
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RSI Hotline 

Q: This is a complaint letter, but I 
hope you' ll hear me out. 
Recently a Rising Star programmer 

spoke to our user's group (PAEUG). At the 
conclusion, most of us were bored or 
mad or both. The message appeared to 
be that the answer to ALLLLL questions is 
Valdocs+. The only Valdocs+ feature I 
might be interested in is the checkwriting 
capability. 

Another annoying message for all 
us faithful Valdocs followers was that we 
might as well forget about that 500 page 
documentation for Valdocs 2 that was 
promised to arrive in August. That upsets 
many of us. I for one need word for word 
instructions to make things work. 

Janet Richards 

A: Alas, programmers are usually 
better at writing programs than 

helping people understand them. 
Perhaps I can shed some light on the 
subject. 

Valdocs 2.0 now works smoothly 
and Rising Star will update your disks. 
For some, a workable V2 may seem 
enough. Others felt, and feel , that Version 
1 was good enough. I am sympathetic 
with these viewpoints. When a product 
lifts a person out of the dark ages of 
command driven wordprocessors , or, God 
forbid , typewriters, most people became 
quite attached to their new tool and 
would no sooner give it up than revert to 
washing clothes by the side of a stream. 
If if didn't seem to "do the job" - you 
wouldn't be using the software ... 

But technology marches on. The 
"worth" of a new feature is not necessarily 
obvious. Many new features seem at first 
to be mere extensions of features which 
already exist. But what can 't be shown on 
a "feature list" is how something 
improves ease of use or operator 
convenience. For example, in the v+ 
Editor, "draft mode" provides operating 
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By Chris Rutkowski 

speed that challenges Ram-based 
program editors - and few users would 
debate the desirability of faster operation. 
Similarly, "multiple look-for and replace" 
makes easy editing tasks I wouldn't 
bother trying with any other word
processor. And the "note page" makes it 
possible to write down "side thoughts" 
that occur while working without breaking 
your train of thought. Are these 
improvements (or any of the dozens of 
others) "worth it"? Most users who have 
bought v+ seem to think so. 

The question of the V2 manuals is 
a sore point for all sides. Epson wanted 
to do their own documentation as per 
their contract. We went ahead and wrote 
a manuscript anyway, and even offered it 
to Epson in April (much of this is 
available from us on floppy as "HOW-TO 
V2 " for a handling charge). Epson 
declined to use these materials and 
continued to develop their own . However, 
no manual resulted in disgruntled users. I 
hate to say it, but "caveat emptor" (let the 
buyer beware). You purchased a product 
from Epson , not Rising Star. I have to 
presume the Epson will eventually 
deliver what they promised. Meanwhile, I 
can only recommend that you pound on 
Epson's door until the manual is 
delivered. That is exactly what I am doing. 

I recognize that the burden of 
proof rests upon us. We welcome and 
encourage critical examination of the 
products that we ship: BASIC, VALDRAW, 
VALPAINT and now VALDOCS+. All have 
been admirably bug free. All were 
shipped with manuals. And the VAST 
majority of the thousands who have 
purchased directly from Rising Star have 
expressed satisfaction. A balance of cost 
versus benefits was achieved. 

It is unfortunate that support and 
produ·ct development at this level cost us 
both money. If some reader can tell me 
how on earth we could deliver V+ for no 
charge, - I will be delighted to listen . 

Meanwhile, we will bend over backwards 
to ensure that you get your money's 
worth. 

Q: I heard a rumor that Rising Star is 
planning to make a new computer 

card for the QX-10. What is it? When can 
I get one? How much will it cost? Do I 
have to buy another Valdocs? 

Bob Paul 

A: Welllll , I really can 't say much other 
than yes, we are working on a co

processor for the QX-10/16 which will run 
Valdocs+ like the wind. Those who have 
purchased V+ will not have to purchase 
twice. Other than that all I can say is that I 
wouldn't sell my QX-10 and rush off to 
buy a Wonderwhiz-80 or some such. 
Details will be released when available. 

Q: How about more than just a 
comment on hardware require

ments. I'm on a limited budget but I want 
maximum results. What hard disks do you 
use? And just exactly what are the 
benefits of a hard disk/ramdisk? Should I 
have both? Which should I buy first? I for 
one, and I'm sure there are others, would 
like to know more about these things 
before investing more money in my 
system. 

Ed Acheson 

A: Hard disks and Ramdisks both 
affect two separate aspects of your 

system: Speed, and storage space. 
Here's an analogy. 

When you buy a car you choose 
different engines: an economical 4, a 
mid-line V6, or a powerful VS. How to 
choose? Simple: how much freight do 
you want to haul? A heavier load 
demands a bigger engine. One of the 
main engines of a computer is its 
storage devices. A hard disk is faster than 
a floppy; a ramdisk is faster than a hard 
disk. 

Similarly, a ramdisk at 512 K or 2 M 
is larger than a floppy, but smaller than a 
hard disk. However, the data in a Ram
disk is not very permanent, so you 'll 
usually want to store it to a physical 
storage device. 

If you can afford it, by all means 
get both. And go for the 2 M ramdisk. 
(Rule: There are no such things as too 
fast or too much storage space .. .) 
However, in an either/ or situation, you 'll 
have to consider what you plan to do with 
your computer. 



If your primary use is the Editor, 
I'd recommend the hard disk first. The 
hard disk eliminates virtually all of the 
perceptible pauses during data entry; it is 
usually plenty fast, especially with V+. For 
example, although I have a 2 M Ramdisk, 
I just finished editing the 3rd edition of 
the Valdocs+ manuals, all 300+ pages of 
it, and the hard disk was fine. However, 
because the overlay files can be 
automatically loaded onto RAMDISK, the 
response time on menus coming up 
improves nicely. But loading Valdocs will 
then take more time because the system 
has to load nearly 200 K of overlay files 
onto the Ramdisk. (Using the Ramdisk as 
the system disk, holding all the Valdocs 
system files, is suppossedly possible, but 
I've never done it myself.) Using it as a 
data disk would net a substantially larger 
overall gain to the Editor, which could be 
important if you are still using V2 or V1, or 
if you are editing many large files. 

If your primary application involves 
spreadsheets, I'd probably go for the 
RAMDISK first. Disk speed is critical in 
the spreadsheet; every time you 
recalculate, move columns and rows, 
etc, the entire spreadsheet must be read 
and possibly written to the disk again. 
The faster the storage device, the less 
painful the process. The degree of 
improvement depends on the exact 
spreadsheet you're using; the typical 
improvement is dramatic. 

While a hard disk speeds things up 
considerably, it's chief advantage is 
convenience. No more disk swapping. 
Immediate access to addressbooks, 
cardfiles, documents, programs, you 
name it. For me, this alone is worth the 
price. 

As for recommending which brand 
to buy, the SEMIDISK is superbly made 
and I recommend it without hesitation. As 
for hard disks, you have a wider choice: 
Comrex, PRO, Bitech. I've used them all, 
and all work well. They feature many 
different sizes and many different 
configurations. You'll have to choose for 
yourself; none has any clear performance 
edge over the others. * 

Letters 

The following letter was originally sent 
to The Epson Lifeboat, a users-group 
newsletter, published in Lemont, PA. 

Sir, 
A few points: 
1. There are those who speak 

"VALDOCS" on ly. We bought QX-1 O's with 
"VALDOCS" for ease of use. If it can't be 
done in VALDOCS, we don't do it. 

2. Our two QX-1 O's are used three to 
eight hours each day including Sundays 
and holidays. 

3. We do not speak CM/ M, MS-DOS, 
BASIC, PeachWhatever, SMIRK, Thug, 
Quiktype, SchnellSpread, or Kamaka
ZieData. If its not VALDOCS, we don't use 
it. 

4. Your October 1, 1985 Volume 11 , 
Issue #6, page 3, shows a distinct lack of 
understanding of the direction of 
VALDOCS and its progress in just a few 
short months. 

5. VALDOCS is in progress. You pay 
for progress: sometimes in money, in 
time, and sometimes in blood. 

6. Your group needs vision. The real 
users of VALDOCS do not need the priest 
and witches, or complaints. 

Had Chris Rutkowski been working 
with the Wright Brothers, flight and space 
progress would have put America on the 
moon by 1930. 

FPT: qx1 0/ v+/fpt 
P. S. Viva VALDOCS 

F. P. Trudell 
Houston, TX 

High on V+! 

I'm writing to share with you the results 
of my demo of Valdocs+ last week for the 
Epson Users Group to which I belong. 

They loved the "notepad" window idea 
of the Editor. Bring back the calculator 
function of the keypad and figure a way 
to get the Schedule modu le on the RUN 
2 disk and Valdocs suddenly has its own 
desk organizer par excellence. I've 
dubbed the notepad window "ValNotes" 
in my mind. 

The other seven view-windows would 
be nice to have if that was all they were, 
but the users (and yours truly) were 
particularly impressed with the "macro" 
aspects of them. The ability to tie forms to 
them means a Valdocs+ user can have 
full document-sized marcros (defkeys), 
and that's a heckava plus for PLUS. 

The integration of the spreads heet and 
graphics program with the Editor made a 
hit (though I wish I could have brought a 
ValPaint picture into an Editor "form" to 
show how well that would have worked). 
I'm looking forward to the update on 
ValPaint so I can demonstrate that. 

The ease of file conversion of Val. 1 
files into Valdocs+ surprised everyone 
(especially me). No, make that shocked 
everyone in comparison with the complex, 
disk-swapping Val 2 procedure. I didn't 
get to show how easily the Val Editor 
converts an ASCII file into a Valdocs+ 
file, but my testimony about it (I brought a 
FRIDAY ASCII file into the Editor at 
home) pleased the users. 

I can say without equivocation that by 
itself, the PLUS Editor is now as good or 
better than the Editors in any system I've 
seen in just about every respect. No other 
Editor offers the equivalent of the Form
Views ValPlus has incorporated in its new 
design and only FRAMEWORK will show 
italics on the screen. None I've seen wil l 
let you vary the size of type on screen 
and at the printer as Val will. 

As an integrated product, ValPlus is a 
giant step closer to an ideal all-task 
system. I'd like to see the CARDFILE 
turned into a fully integrated Data Base 
that has the capability of selection of 
parts of fi les for mailings and lists, with 
the user being able to summon data base 
records straight into the Editor with the 
touch of a key or two. FRAM EWORK can 
do this now from its main screen, though, 
of course, maintaining data like this does 
require a hard disk for storage. 

One thing I should share with your 
tech people about PLUS is that a user 
booting up Val 1 after using PLUS will 
have to be careful to follow d irections for 
the reconfiguration. Doing a CONTROL C 
to short-cut the reconfiguration arrange
ment busted my Val 1 Index temporarily. 
All I got was a TPM Index! I was able to 
restore it by going back into PLUS briefly, 
then rebooting the Val 1 system, this 
time following directions. 

Paul R. Rothweiler 
Belvidere, NJ 
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Va/docs+ Update 

NEW FEATURES IN VALDOCS+ 

The following features have been 
implemented in the November 1985 
update to Valdocs+: 

EDITOR 

Draft mode - Tremendous speedup of 
most editor functions when full 
"What you see . . . " is not needed. 

On-screen display of Line Spacing 

On-screen display of Page-break 

"Jump" to special placemarks 

More Functions available on 
Control Keys: 

Insert Current Date 
Insert Current time 
Fast Block Delete 
Block Relocate 
Block Copy 
End of Section goto new page 

Improved Disk full handling - Better 
menu, more options 

DRAW 

Printing Options offer normal or 
"darker" printing. 

Text labels do not overwrite each 
other. 

COPYDISK - Menus improved for easier 
usage. 

SCHEDULER - Insert Timer value in 
current Editor Document has returned. 

MAIL - CARBON COPY files in outbasket 
to other parties. 

CONVERT - Now able to convert VI F files 
into dBaselr and Friday™ ASCII 
format, and DI F. 

SORT - Greatly improved sorting speed. 

VALDOCS+ 

I 
Update Prices 

The November updates of Valdocs+ and 
Valdraw/Valpaint have been released. If 
you have already purchased the Valdocs 
Package, you will receive the updates 
automatically. If you have ON LY 
purchased Valdocs+ or Valdraw/Valpaint, 
you must order the updates if you wish to 
receive them. The prices for the updates 
are: 
Valdocs+ and Valdraw/Valpaint updates 
purchased together $49.95 

Valdocs+ update separately $29.95 
Valdraw/Valpaint updates $29.95 
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Price Increases Scheduled for '86 

Your response to the Software Buying 
Simplified Plan has been very 
enthusiastic. Many of you have already 
purchased the Valdocs+ package at our 
special introductory prices. Your 
comments on Valdocs+ have been very 
positive and we thank you for your 
enthusiasm and your support. 

If you have not yet purchased the 
Valdocs+ Package (see prices on page 
15), we urge you to act quickly because 
(he prices will be going up on 1 January 

Model 
512K RAM-disk 
(with Battery Backup) 

2 Megabyte RAM
disk (with Battery 
Backup) 

List Price 

$750.00 

$1950.00 

SPREADSHEET 

Consolidation and Merging of 
Spreadsheets 

New Math Functions: 
Present Value 
Future Value 
Payment 
Net Present Value 
Variance 
Standard Deviation 

Block Store 

Non-indexed file STORE and 
RETRIEVE 

"Optimized file store" shrinks and 
reorders file for minimum size and 
RECALC time. 

Sideways Printing (available for any 
ASCII file) ·...--------. 

VALDOCS+ 

VALDOCS+ 

I 
86. Take advantage of our low holiday 
prices NOW, so you won't miss out on 
this great deal. 

You will be receiving information on 
the new package prices and contents 
soon, or you may call our Customer Sales 
and Service Department at 213-373-9112 
for more information. 

Also, the special introductory price 
offer on the SemiDisk 512K and 2 
megabyte RAM-disks will expire on 30 
November 85. The new prices for the 
RAM-Disks are listed below: 

Special Intro Offer 
(until 30 Nov. 85) 

$430.00 

$795.00 

Coupon Price 
(after 30 Nov 85) 

$575.00 

$975.00 



Basically 
Speaking 

USING RS/BASIC DEVICE NUMBERS 

by Russ Pillsbury 

Hi, This month I am writing about 
RSI BASIC input and output devices and 
how to use them in programs. Before I 
start, though, there were a few "typos" in 
last months column that I want to correct. 
On page 9 in columns 2 and 3, the value 
in quotes should be the lower case letter 
"I", not a numeral "one" as shown. On 
page 17, the text starting the second 
paragraph under the example should 
read: 

If line 11 0 was replaced with 

110 PRINT CHR$(27); "T"; 

The published text read as line 100 which 
wouldn't make any sense. 

Many input and output type statements 
provided by RSI BASIC allow the input or 
output device to be specified by using 
the UNIT#. For example the statement: 

PRINT #2, "Test string" 

will output the string to the list device 
(usually a line printer) because device #2 
is the list device. Changing the device 
number to 0 will output to the screen, 4 
will send the string to the serial port, and 
10 or above to a disk file. A variable 
name may be substituted to allow 
programmatic selection of output 
devices. 

A common programming problem occurs 
when you wish the user to be able to 
select output to one of several different 
places. For example you may have a 
program that provides a printout of a 
checkbook summary. The user may often 
wish to view the output on the screen 
before committing it to hard copy. The 
first step is to install a routine to ask 
which output device should be used: 

100 DV=-1 
110 REPEAT: PRINT@ 16,0; 
120 OUTBYTE 27, "TOutput to 

screen or list? (S/L): " 
130 A$=UCT$(BYTE$(0)) : PRINT A$ 
140 IF A$="S" THEN DV=O ELSE 

IF A$="L" THEN DV=2 
150 UNTIL DV=> 0 

This routine will loop until the user enters 
either "S" or "L" (in upper or lower case), 
and assigns a value of zero or two to DV. 
DV will now be the device number to use 
in all output statements having to do with 

the data to be presented. Print or Outbyte 
statements would then be written as: 

100 PRINT #DV, A,B,C$ ... 

11 0 OUTBYTE # DV, A, B,C$ ... 

Using this technique, it is easy to write 
one routine to handle output to several 
devices. By contrast many basic inter
preters only allow a PRINT and a LPRINT 
statement and it is thus necessary to write 
a separate output routine for each device. 

Note that PRINT@ statements only output 
to the screen and do not take a device 
number. Generally if your screen routine 
does a lot of cursor positioning or other 
screen specific operations, it is stil l best 
to use a separate output ro"utine. However 
if the data to be displayed is a near copy 
of the printed output then any exceptions 
can be handled by examining the device 
number. For example the number of lines 
to print before starting a new page can 
be set depending on the output device as 
follows: 

100 MAX.LINES= 22: IF DVTHEN MAX. 
LINES= 55 

This sets the page size to 22 for the 
screen and to 55 for all other output 
devices. Similarly the subroutine that puts 
out the header for a new page can test 
the device number and cause a pause for 
a keystroke fo llowed by a clear screen if 
output is to the screen. 

You may wish to allow the user to cause 
the output to be placed into a spool file to 
be printed later. By expanding upon the 
routine above, you can allow the user to 
specify a disk file to be used for output. 
Then the value of DV would be set to the 
file number that the file will be opened 
with , and all the output will be directed 
into the file. After the file is closed it can 
be spooled from basic using the SPOOL 
statement and the operator can continue 
using the program for other things while 
the printer is busy. The output file could 
also be left on the disk for access by 
other programs such as the Valdocs text 
editor. 

Device numbers can be used to input 
data as well. Examples: 

100 INPUT LINE #DV, A$ 
110 A$ = BYTE$(DV,20) 

If DV is zero then A$ will be read from the 
keyboard, if DV is 3 then the input is from 
the serial port, 10 or above will read the 
string from an open disk file. Do not try to 
use a "prompt" with an input statement 
reading from a device other than the 
console. See page 3-113 of the RSI
BASIC manual for further detai ls on this. 

Well that's about it for this month. I have 
purposefully not made much mention of 
devices 3 and 4, the serial port, because 
they will be covered in detail in another 
article. I was glad to meet a few of you at 
the RSI " Meet the Programmers" party 
this month. Some of the questions asked 
there will be used in future articles. * 

TH E INDEPENDENT PROGRAMMERS' GUI o™ 

by Margaret A. Tobol 

The Independent Programmers' Guild 
Update column will become a regular 
feature in The Rising Star. We will be using 
this column to let you know about new I PG 
program releases and to keep you updated 
on what's happening in general with the 
IPG. 

The column will also serve as a forum for 
the free flow of information among our 
customers. And we will be publishing a list 
of the types of programs that are most 
requested. In this way any programmers 
out there who may be working on a highly 
desirable program might be encouraged 
to submit it to the I PG. However, in order for 
this exchange of information to take place, 
you wi ll have to participate by letting us 
know the kinds of programs you want to 
see marketed. 

To date, the most requested programs 
have been inventory control programs and 
more educational software, specifically, 
Scholastic Achievement Test (SAT) pro
grams. If any of you are working on an SAT 
program or would like to work on one, we 
have a customer who is willing to 
coordinate with you to help develop this 
type of program. 

We have three new IPG releases this 
month. Two are from Dan Oja of Marquette, 
Ml. "The Early Reader's Toolkit" is a 
reading and vocabulary program 
designed for children between the ages of 
five and eight. The program requires the 
child to identify a picture by choosing the 
correct word from a list of choices. When 
the child has correctly identified a certain 
number of pictures, he receives one of 
three challenging game prizes from "The 
Incredible Prize Machine." 

"The Early Reader's Toolkit" is now 
available for $34.95 and includes a system 

(continued on page 14) 

THE RISING STAR 7 



Lifestyles 

Another Scrooge is Forced 
To Eat His Humbug 

By Morris Schorr 

Okay, let me be straight with you right 
from the start. I've never been a fan 

of Valdocs, and I've said many harsh 
things about Rising Star Industries. 

I've been in on the Valdocs story from 
the start - as much as was possible for 
an outsider. I read the eight-page, 
December, 1982 Epson QX-10 ad and I 
was sold. I spent the next few months 
trying to find a dealer and in April, 1983, 
became one of the first owners of a 
QX-10 in the Los Angeles area. Along 
with the computer came Valdocs 1 .14. 

Most of you are too young to 
remember 1 .14, and you can count 
yourselves lucky. To their credit, RSI had 
1 .16 in my hands within a couple of 
months. It fixed the worst of the bugs, but 
was still much too slow and had an 
unfortunate set of bugs itself. 

After that came 1.1 7, 1.18, 1.18 D, 
1.18F, 1.18M, and 1.19. Each was an 
improvement over its predecessors,- but 
none realized the promises of the rapidly 
yellowing, but longingly remembered 
eight-page advertisement. Some less 
demanding users were satisfied with 1 .19, 
but for my purposes, it was insufficient. To 
be specific, it was slow, lacking in 
important features, and slow. Also, it was 
slow. 

In January of 1984, I accompanied 
John Hirsh, a reporter for the Milwaukee 
Journal, to an interview with Chris 
Rutkowski. John and I sat in Chris' home 
office, while he showed us a few of the 
modules for the fabled Valdocs 2. We saw 
some of the new DRAW module, and 
some of the new Mail module. We were 
both excited, and left with the impression 
that this terrific software would be 
released within months, or even weeks. 

Most of you know the rest. I served as 
a beta test site for Valdocs 2, and 
bombarded Rising Star with increasingly 
angry complaints of bugs and slow 
performance, particularly in the Spread
sheet. When the product was released, 
more than a year after the interview, it was 

8 THE RISING STAR 

far from satisfactory in many respects. 

N ow comes the strange part. I 
received a form letter from Chris 

Rutkowski announcing the introduction of 
"The Valdocs+ Programmable Environ
ment." This was the final straw! I dialed 
up the EpsOnline forum on Compuserve 
and left a public message something like 
this: "I now use MEX, Word Star, Lotus 
1-2-3 and d Base 111. I have suffered with 
Rising Star and their semi-functional 
Valdocs versions for over two years, and 
I'm no longer interested. No matter what 
they do, they cannot offer me a better set 
of applications than those I now use, and 
frankly, I don't believe they will even 
come close. No matter how good 
Valdocs+ is, it is too little and too late!" 

The Editor . . runs like 
the wind ... 

Well, friends, I need a little more salt on 
that last sentence. Yes, that's right, I have 
had to return to Compuserve and eat my 
words. 

John Hirsh, this time reporting for the 
Epson Connection, came back to town for 
the " Meet the Programmers Party", and I 
went along just for the heck of it. When I 
saw Valdocs+, I immediately recognized 
the program that had excited my 
imagination in December of 1982. 
Rising Star had finally done it! 

Okay! So I had been wrong. So sue 
me. 

I did the only sensible thing. I came 
straight home and repartitioned my 

Comfiler hard disk to 50% Valdocs+ and 
I've barely used any other software since 
then. 

The obvious question, of course, is: 
"What changed my mind? What can I do 
with Valdocs+ that earlier versions of 
Valdocs and my "big four" application 
programs won't handle?" 

Well, put that way, the answer is: very 
little; but I can do it all much easier and 
focus my energies on the problem at 
hand and not on the process. 

I could move my dBaselll data into 
Lotus and my WordStar data into 
dBasel 11 and push them al l up the phone 
lines with MEX, but it was a cumbersome 
procedure, entailing various data 
conversion processes and distracting me 
from the creative questions of concise 
and expressive prose or efficient 
database planning or spreadsheet 
structure. With Valdocs+, the process of 
sharing data between the modules is 
virtually intuitive. 

The Editor, using draft mode and the 
Placemark and CTRL-J functions runs 
like the wind, putting WordStar to shame. 
More than that, I now get true WYSIWYG 
(what you see is what you get) screen 
display, easy access to different fonts, 
multiple simultaneous search and 
replace, printing from the screen, and a 
built in, easily used, macro feature 
(Defkey). The Spreadsheet is slower than 
1-2-3, and has no sort feature, but it is 
much eas ier to master, can pass data 
directly to the Editor or the Draw module, 
and makes much better graphs than 



Lotus. The Mail module lacks some of the 
power of MEX, but it will answer my 
phone and accept data transmissions in 
background while I work on something 
else and maintain a continuing log of my 
data communications activity. Cardfile is 
no dBASElll, but it is simpler to use and 
certainly good enough for my home 
database applications. Furthermore, the 
data can be easily integrated into forms 
created in the Editor. 

Okay! So I had been 
wrong. So sue me. 

But more than all of that, I had 
underestimated the joy of truly integrated 
software. I had failed to envision how 
much I would delight in discovering ways 
to use a program (excuse me, an 
ENVIRONMENT!) like Valdocs+. And all 
this had been accomplished with very 
little sacrifice of ease of use. 

Let me give you a couple of examples 
of how I use Valdocs+. One of my favorite 
things to do with my QX-1 0 is to log onto 
EpsOnline on Compuserve and down
load all the messages from areas 0 
through 8, omitting 4 and 5 (Printers and 
PX-8). For those of you unfamiliar with 
EpsOnline, this forum contains hundreds 
of messages, uploaded each week, from 
Epson users, as well as Epson America 
and Rising Star, reporting problems and 
solutions, posing questions, offering 
answers, suggesting new applications 
and so forth. It is an invaluable source of 
information and advice. 

However, over a period of time 
thousands of messages accumulate on 
my Comfiler. How could I ever find the 
information I need when I need it? 

Here is the solution I worked out with 
Valdocs+. I use Mail to call Compuserve 
and automatically log me on and take me 
to Epson Line. Then I open a buffer to 
capture the text (merely by pressing 
STORE) and download all the messages 
in the areas of interest to me. I store them 
as a Non-Indexed file. 

My object is to use a CP/M program 
called FYl3000 to automatically index all 
this information by key words. The 
problem is the FYI will organize the 
information according to "paragraphs," 
and it sees a blank line as the end of a 
paragraph. The space between the 
heading of an EpsOnline message and 
the body of the message, and the space 
between paragraphs within a single 
message, will cause FYI to treat the 
heading and each paragraph as separate 
messages . As I want to maintain the 
integrity of each message, my need is to 
insert a "-" or " . " on each of the blank 
lines that I want FYI to disregard, while 
retaining the blank lines between 
messages. As you might imagine, this 
could get very tedious. 

The answer, of course, the Defkey. I 
merely store the required pattern of 
keystrokes in a Defkey definition and 
execute it repeatedly in the text file while 
in the Editor. It is fast and relatively 
painless. FYl3000 happily runs out of the 

... I had underestimated 
the joy of truly integrated 
software. 

Valdocs Menu under <R>un a Specific 
Program and I can summon the 
information I want with ease and 
convenience. 

Another application I have developed 
is even more useful to me. I am 

responsible for preparing and mailing 
checks to a number of needy elderly 
people on a monthly basis. The 
committee that employs me expects me 
to keep accurate records and to report to 
them regularly. 

At this time, I use Checks and 
Balances by COE Software to maintain 
the checkbook for this job. Not only is 
this program fast and easy to use, but it 
automatically types out the checks for 
me. (Unless Valcheck is as surprising as 
the rest of Valdocs+, I expect to continue 
to use Checks and Balances.) 

Once the month's checks are written , 
however, I call up the Spreadsheet and 
load the template I have created. I copy a 
column of standard monthly payments 
into the current month's column and 
make any necessary specific adjust
ments. I push shift+CALC and the 
Spreadsheet quickly recalculates the 
monthly and year-to-date totals by 
location and by individual. 

A touch of the DRAW key and I am on 
my way to the graphics module, where I 
have stored the previous graphs based 
on the data from this spreadsheet in 
earlier months. A few keystrokes and the 
new data is incorporated into updated 
graphs. 

CTRL+WORD (mine is an OLD 
keyboard) zooms me over to the Editor 
where I have stored a form under one of 
the eight views. I quickly pass the 
updated graphs from Draw into the form. 
(Actually, this ain't so quick, but 
considering the value of the result, it's 
quick enough.) Back to the Spreadsheet, 
and the appropriate range of cells is 
passed to the appropriate location in the 
same form. 

The result is a highly informative, 
professional looking report produced with 
practically no effort. And, I plan to store 
the assembly procedure in a Defkey 
program and automate the procedure 
even further. 

And so, here we are at Christmas time, 
and this particular Scrooge, who had his 
"Valdocs Humbug!" all ready to go, is 
going to have to eat that Humbug with his 
Christmas dinner. After years of waiting 
and giving up hope, after dining on 
d Base and Lotus and MEX, I am happy 
to say that Valdocs+ is a mighty tasty 
meal indeed.· And I haven't even had 

@ · dessert yet. llll 
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Field Marketing 

Fie Id Marketing Representa ive™ 

In our last issue of The Rising Star, we announced the formation of our new Field Marketing Representative Program, which is 
designed to let you, the customer, see our software in action and discuss the advantages of our products before you purchase them. 
The response to the program has been very positive, and we are pleased to publish this list of FM Rs, FM RUs (Users Groups) and 
FMRDs (dealers). Please feel free to contact the person in your area about your software needs. 

ALASKA Carol Mulker Steven Summit Chuck Madison 
Mary Awand Santa Ynez, CA South Glastonbury, CT Smyrna, GA 
Fairbanks, AK Phone: 805-688-8502 Phone: 203-659-1901 Phone: 404-432-3777 
Phone: 907-457-2604 

Ed Zagol FLORIDA ILLINOIS 
ARIZONA San Fernando, CA William S. Yerkes Joseph P. Ferche 
Charles Brooks Phone: 213-414-0301 Deersfield, FL Chicago, IL 
Phoenix, AZ Phone: 305-427-6137 Phone: 321-338-6794 
Phone: 602-992-6033 Steve Griffith 

Simi Valley, CA Thomas W. Pospeshil Sidney H. Mayer 
CALIFORNIA Phone: 805-499-1966 Fort Lauderdale, FL Evanston, IL 
Harry Martin Phone: 305-523-7080 Phone 312-475-4656 
Barstow, CA Robert Finn 
Phone: 619-252-3351 South Pasadena, CA Jay D. Hinkens IN DIANA 

Phone: 818-356-3631 Hypoluxo, FL Scott Bushnell 
Phil Hardwick Phone: 305-586-2005 Indianapolis, IN 
Carlsbad, CA Curtis A. Tidmore Phone: 31 7-299-0219 
Phone: 619-729-9340 South San Francisco, CA Ralph L. Puckhaber 

Phone: 415-878-9943 Jacksonville, FL IOWA 
G.A. Kilgore Phone: 904-739-1376 Steve Neilsen 
Eureka, CA Douglas Newport Shelby, IA 
Phone: 707-442-1453 Suisun, CA Mark Jacobson Phone: 712-544-2173 

Phone: 707-428-5459 Miami, FL Alberto S. Aumentado KANSAS 
Huntington Beach, CA COLORADO Phone: 305-442-2442 Donald O'Toole 
Phone: 714-846-0281 John Brown Thomas Barnes Topeka, KS 

Boulder, CO Orlando, FL Phone: 913-272-7550 
John Park Phone: 303-443-271 5 Phone: 305-841-1 070 
Los Angeles, CA MARYLAND 
Phone: 213-380-5668 Will Yocom GEORGIA Paul L. Howard 

Mike Hoida 
Fort Collins, CO Christopher Casey 

Millington, MD 
Phone: 303-484-6322 Phone: 301-928-51 01 

Oxnard, CA Atlanta, GA 
Phone: 805-985-4 713 Samuel I. Love Phone: 404-237-5503 MICHIGAN 

Michael Ito 
Morrison, CO Mark Fosgate 

Timothy F. Conklin 

Sacramento, CA 
Phone: 303-697-8584 Brunswick, GA 

Byron Center, MI 
Phone: 616-698-7677 

Phone: 916-739-8739 Larry Gilliland Phone: 91 2-264-8524 

Charlie Beeman Silverthrone, CO Richard W. Flemming 
Norman Keon 

San Diego, CA Phone: 303-468-6273 Lawrenceville, GA 
St. Louis, Ml 
Phone: 517-681 -5908 

Phone: 619-282-7222 CONNECTICUT Phone: 404-979-091 7 

William G. Miller James E. Lash David Davis 
Carl Kleihege 
Yale, Ml 

San Diego, CA Headline, CT Lithonia, GA Phone: 313-387-3916 
Phone: 619-576-9135 Phone: 203-526-9663 Phone: 404-498-1284 
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Representative Program 

MINNESOTA Larry H uffty Gregory Hampton CANADA 
David M. Martin Williamsville, NY Brownsville, TX Douglas H. Kitson 
Owatonna, MN Phone: 71 6-632-5959 Phone: 512-544-3022 Charlesburg, Province 
Phone: 507-451-8001 NORTH DAKOTA of Quebec 

Lowell Wolff David S. Powers Phone: 418-648-0576 
MISSISSIPPI 

Fargo, ND Dallas, TX 
Philip May Phone: 21 4-328-6734 
Leland, MS Phone: 701-241-4731 
Phone: 601-686-2457 OHIO Bob Roth FIELD MARKETING REPS 

Paul Jacques Garland, TX USERS GROUPS 
Scott Harris 
Scarkville, MS Beavercreek, OH Phone: 214-840-1092 

Phone: 601-323-3648 Phone: 513-429-5676 
Roger Frazier 

MAINE 
David Kolh 

NEBRASKA Harold Posey Lewisville, TX Coastal Maine Epson 
Lionel Alford Grove City, OH Phone: 21 4-436-5065 Users Group 
Omaha, NE 681 23 Phone: 614-875-3236 

VERMONT 130 Nottingham Road 
Phone: 402-292-5878 Donald Kunst Auburn, ME 04210 

OKLAHOMA Rutland, VT Phone: 207-782-6817 
Kenneth Moore Jack Grubbs Phone: 802-773-1747 Omaha, NE Tulsa, OK NEW YORK 
Phone: 402-558-0511 Phone: 918-627-6042 Charles Zurenko 

Levie Gray The Neon Group 
NEW HAMPSHIRE Frank Oler Worcester, VT 248-07 41 st Avenue 
Lonny Brown Tulsa, OK Phone: 802-229-5776 Little Neck, NY 11363 
Greenfield, NH Phone: 91 8-835-6420 Phone: 718-631-5944 
Phone: 603-54 7-3422 VIRGINIA 

OREGON Walter Kent Harold Gabree 
NEW JERSEY Robert McReynolds Lynchburg, VA 24501 Empire Epson Users Group 
Ronald Wilhelmy Coos Bay, OR Phone: 804-239-8580 3673 Lydius Street 
West Milford, NJ Phone: 503-267-4732 Schenectady, NY 1 2303 
Phone: 201-728-2369 Kenneth W. Howard Phone: 518-356-2141 

Bill Stoebig Richmond, VA Howard F. Barrett, Sr. Eugene, OR Phone: 804-231-2283 TENNESSEE 
West Patterson, NJ Phone: 503-686-1173 Robert Derycke 
Phone: 201-890-0423 Lynn Williams East Tennessee Computerist 

NEW MEXIC0 1 
PENNSYLVANIA Richmond, VA P.O. Box 1 082 
Lew Skegia Phone: 804-788-9750 Oak Ridge, TN 37831 Judy Sharp Chokhill, PA Phone: 615-483-4400 Albuquerque, NM Phone: 412-439-1773 

WASHINGTON Phone: 505-821-87 45 TEXAS 
Charles MacKay 

George Steele Jerry Conger Robert J. Montoya Fogelsville, PA 
Seattle, WA EP-SIG Santa Fe, NM Phone: 21 5-398-3449 701 Wayland Drive Phone: 505-4 71-5207 Phone: 206-938-4908 

Arlington, TX 76012 Michael Green 
NEW YORK Mechanicsburg, PA Dy Anne Tryon Phone: 81 7-261-0577 
Francis Lin Phone: 717-697-4188 Seattle, WA 

Dave Counts Bath, NY Phone: 206-364-6925 
The Alamo Epson Phone: 607-776-7270 Mel Fechner 

Leon Zornes San Antonio, TX 78227 
Barry Rathkopf 

South Hampton, PA 
Seattle, WA Phone: 512-675-2995 Phone: 215-357-6119 

Brewster, NY Phone: 206-542-5882 
VIRGINIA No phone as this time SOUTH CAROLINA 
Bob Vawter Tim Jones WISCONSIN Hampton Roads Epson Alan Sirlan Greenville, SC 

Brooklyn, NY Phone: 803-244-221 0 Thomas E. McGranahan Users Group 
Phone: 71 8-625-6320 Kenosha, WI 

843 Hailsham Place 
TEXAS Newport News, VA 23602 

John Whiting Jerry Conger 
Phone: 41 4-654-81 79 Phone: 804-872-8523 

Dobbs Ferry, NY Arlington, TX Craig Marcus WEST VIRGINIA Phone: 91 4-693-0650 Phone: 81 7-261-0577 Madison, WI Jean Stone 
Robert Adler Robert Baker 

Phone: 608-233-9589 Alpha Epson Computer Club 
Nanuet, NY Austin, TX PUERTO RICO of West Virginia 
Phone: 914-623-9053 Phone: 512-448-5905 Patrick Wangen 2004 Kanawha Terrace 

Michael Bernet Humacao, PR St. Albans, WV 25177 
Glen Jansma Phone: 809-850-7298 Phone: 304-727-111 7 

New York, NY Austin, TX 
Phone: 91 4-439-3586 Phone: 51 2-441-1 523 
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FIELD MARKETING REPS 
DEALERS 

ALASKA CONNECTICUT KANSAS Stamford, NE 68977 
Roger L. Ellis Donald H. MacDougall Bart Kelley Phone: 308-868-42129 
Computer Technologies Unified Systems/ Computer Bits n' Bytes 
740 West 71st Avenue Services Inc. 1216 W. 8th Street NEVADA 
Anchorage, AK 99518 187 West Town Street Topeka, KS 66601 George Groth 
Phone: 907-349-6882 Norwich, CT 06360 Phone: 91 3-233-4003 D & G Computer Systems 

Phone: 203-886-1629 of Nevada 
ARIZONA MAINE 1987 North Carson Street #15 
Bruce Etter HAWAII Dan Greeley Carson City, NV 89701 
Computer Horizons Patrick Finnegan DG E Computer Services Phone: 702-885-0220 
3631 East Indian School Road HiTech Mindware 289 Waterside Lane 
Phoenix, AZ 85018 2920 Ala llima, Suite 1404 So. Berwick, ME 03908 Steve Helminiak 
Phone: 602-957-7369 Honolulu, HI 96818 Phone: 207-438-2356 Interstate Computer Consultant 

Phone: 808-833-8853 2029 Valley Drive 
ARKANSAS MASSACHUSETTS Las Vegas, NV 891 08 
Curtis Bailey ILLINOIS David Crooker Phone: 702-646-0509 
DataWorld Inc. Paul Hertz A-1 Computers 
11121 N. Rodney Parham Midwest Microcomputers 830 Crescent Street NEW MEXICO 
Little Rock, AR 72212 708 S. Main Lomberts Square Ted Ran 
Phone: 501-225-2201 Lombard, IL 60148 Brockton, MA 02402 About Computers 

Phone: 312-495-9889 Phone: 617-583-2717 1155 Camino Delora 
CALIFORNIA Santa Fe, NM 87501 
John Park IN DIANA MICHIGAN Phone: 505-988-5454 
Exim Color Graphic Donald Brannan Dan Oja 

Systems Inc. Brannan & Son C.L.A.S.S. Computers NEW YORK 
2404 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 550 Route 11 , Box 511 315 West Washington George Kaplan 
Los Angeles , CA 90057 Brazil , IN 4 7834 Marquette, MI 49855 P.R.O.S. 
Phone: 213-380-5668 Phone: 812-443-5435 Phone: 906-225-0433 43 North Madison Avenue 

Lance Erickson Hank Holevinsky MINNESOTA Spring Valley, NY 10977 

402 West Arrow Hwy., Suite 6 C.M.E. Electronics Group Inc. Sheldon Wolfe Phone: 914-354-2461 

San Dimas, CA 91773 71 08 Calumet Ave. Applied Data Graphics 
Phone: 714-599-8361 Hammond, IN 46324 55 South Lake NORTH DAKOTA 

Phone: 21 9-932-5060 Forrest Lake, MN 55025 Lloyd Kuhlman 
Don Hollingsworth Phone: 612-464-5268 Central Business Systems 
N.C. Electronics Dave Thornburg 

Graham Kimble 
Highway 281 S., Box 569 

938 Verdulera St. L.M.B. Micro Computers Jamestown, ND 58401 
Camarillo, CA 93010 1 25 South State Street Computer Information Phone: 701-252-7 4 7 4 
Phone: 805-987-3881 Greenfield, IN 46140 Associates 

Phone: 317-462-1317 201 S. Water Street OHIO 
Bob Snyder Northfield, MN 55057 Steve Kallman 
Snyders cope Jenny Brisby Phone: 507-663-1233 Barnes & Noble, 
8080 La Mesa Blvd., Suite 113 Universal Micro Computer Michael Schroeder Computer Division 
La Mesa, CA 92041 922 East Jefferson Kruegers T.V. 2400 Euclid Avenue 
Phone: 619-466-6277 South Bend, IN 4661 7 378 Oak Street Cleveland, OH 44115 

Phone: 219-282-1676 Excelsior, MN 55331 Phone: 216-687-2129 
Jo Ellen Heath 
Individualized Computer IOWA Phone: 612-474-8400 OREGON 

Service Douglas Shanley NEBRASKA Paul Durfee 
11 0 Q. North Olive Street Bytes & Nails Leland J. Brown Computron Business Systems 
Ventura, CA 93001 1115 Nebraska Homestead Computers 11 39 S.W. 11th Street 
Phone: 805-643-1 041 Sioux City, 10 51105 P.O. Box 30A Portland, OR 97205 

Phone: 712-277-0058 Phone: 503-224-2220 
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PENNSYLVANIA 
James E. Warner 
Computer Dynamics Inc. 
3120 Parkview Lane 
Harrisburg, PA 17111 
Phone: 71 7-564-4141 

Lisa Groner 
Matric Ltd. Computer 

Showcase 
314 West Park Street 
Franklin , PA 16323 
Phone: 814-437-2408 

RHODE ISLAND 
Harold Knickle 
Software Center of 

Rhode Island 
21 05 Post Road 
Warwick, RI 02886 
Phone: 401-738-9800 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
Joe Upchurch 
Ratebook Computers Inc. 
1111 Broad Street 
Camden, SC 29020 
Phone: 803-432-5469 

TENNESSEE 
George Harris 
CompuMatch Inc. 
117 West Brand Bar Circle 
Oak Ridge, TN 37830 
Phone: 615-483-4400 

TEXAS 
Jim Brecheen 
Basix Controls Systems 
1 800 Surveyor 
Carrollton, TX 75006 
Phone: 214-245-6435 

THE INDEPENDENT REPORT 
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FrJR A FREE CrJPV 
OF THE VALNEWS SPECIAL 
ISSUE ON VALDOCS + 
SEND A POSTCARD TO: 

Iv A L f".J E i,..1 sl 
904 IRVING ST.~ #271 
SAN FRANCISCO CA 94122 

Ronnie Franklin 
R. F. I. Electric 
2916 S.E. Loop 820 
Fort Worth , TX 76140 
Phone: 817-293-3282 

VERMONT 
Thomas E. Barefoot 111 
Universal Micro Systems Inc. 
P.O. Box 510 
Waitsfield, VT 05673 
Phone: 802-496-5500 

VIRGINIA 
David Griffard 
Computer Supermarket 
1139 N. Glebe Road 
Arlington, VA 22201 
Phone: 703-524-3366 

WASHINGTON 
Bob Boyce 
Computer Emporium 
P.O. Drawer K 
Southworth, WA 98386 
Phone: 206-876-6683 

WISCONSIN 
Victor G. Herro 
Adaptive Business Computers 
560 S. Ridge Court 
Colgate, WI 5301 7 
Phone: 41 4-255-21 61 

Robert B. Marek 
Community Camera & T.V. Inc. 
506 Main Street, P.O. Box 11 77 
Lacrosse, WI 54601 
Phone: 608-782-1 565 * 

The Bi-Tech Star Network 
Able to link 8 computers 
to a Hard Drive System 

The Ideal Storage System 
10 to 140 megabytes of fixed storage plus 

removable winchester cartridge, providing 
an additional 10 megabytes of on-line or 
backup capability. 

Multiple operating system support. 
Variable volume size capability. 

The Bi-Tech STAR NETWORK 
A high speed parallel multiplexer. 

Multiple PC support. 
Shares programs and data. 
Allows mixing of PC & compatibles in the 

same system. 
Includes all the features of a Bi-Tech storage 

system. 

For: IBM PC, XT. AT. Compaq, AT&T PC 6300. PC compatibles. 
& also TANDY. EPSON & NEC computers. 

Available at many local EPSON Dealers 
.. if your Dealer doesn't have it, coll for lurther information 

SENDfOllYOU~ MASS STORAGE SYSTEM BROCHURE REFER TO DEPT. 3 7 

10 CARLOUGH ROAD• BOHEMIA. N.Y. 11 716-2996 • (516) 567-8155 

Bffech 
Enterprises Inc. 
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disk, a data disk, and documentation on 
how to use the program. 

"Mission USA" is an educational 
program about the United States and is 
designed for children ages eight and up. 
"Mission USA" can help to develop such 
skills as recognition of outline maps of 
each state, knowledge of the state capital , 
major cities, and miscellaneous facts 
about each state, and understanding of the 
physical location of each state within the 
continental USA " Mission USA" also 
contains a challenging prize game which 
the child can play when his score reaches 
a certain number. 

" Mission USA" is now available for 
$34.95 which includes a system disk, a 
data disk, and documentation on using 
the program. 

Our third IPG release is " Mini-Arcade" 
from Steve Helminiak of Las Vegas. " Mini
Arcade" is a game disk containing three 
separate programs: "GO-BANG" a tic-tac
toe type of game from the Orient; 
"SPACEWARS" a galactic war game 
where you must destroy enemy craft; and 
"SORCERER'S CURSE" an adventure 
game that leads you through a castle's 
maze in search of treasures and such. 

" Mini-Arcade" is now available for 
$29.95 which includes the program disk. 
All necessary documentation is con
tained on the disk. 

To order, use the order form on the 
back cover, or call (213) 373-9127 or 
(213) 373-9112. 

Please let us hear from you. One of the 
goals of the I PG is to provide needed and 
wanted software to our customers, and one 
of the best ways to accomplish this goal is 
to let us know what you need so that we 
can pass this information on to the 
Independent Programmers. 

If you would like more information on 
the I PG, or if you have developed a 
program you would like to submit, or if you 
have suggestions about the types of 
programs you would like to see, please 
contact us at the address on the inside 
front cover. * 

COLOR UPGRADES FOR QX-10 
NOW AVAILABLE 

Turn your QX-10 into a rainbow. See 
Valdraw, Valpaint, or your business 
graphs in full color on the screen and at 
the printer. Color upgrade kits are now 
available for the Epson QX-10 from Exim 
Color Graphics Systems, and you may 
order them through Rising Star 

(continued top third column) 
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Notes from 
Customer Sales and Service 

Providing service and support to 
our customers is very important to 
Rising Star. We have a fully staffed 
and trained Customer Services 
Division available to answer your 
questions over the phone Monday 
thru Friday, 9 AM to 5 PM (PDl). 
Whether you are completely new to 
computers, or you are a computer 
expert, they can give you quick and 
easy solutions to any problems you 
might be experiencing. 

In addition to our in-house 
customer service staff we also have 
five Field Support Specialists 
operating Bulletin Boards around 
the country to offer assistance and 
information. 

All of our Customer Support 
numbers are listed below: 

Customer Services 
Hotline 

Customer Services 
213-373-9127 

BBS 213-373-3709 
Field Support Specialists: 

Pacific 619-462-7227 
Northeast & 
Canada 

South 
East 
Las Vegas 

614-687-3530 
504-383-5861 
703-620-541 8 
702-646-0509 

RAM DISKS 
The SemiDisk Systems 512K 

RAM-disk and 2 megabyte RAM
disk, which may be purchased from 
Rising Star Industries with the 
coupon from the Valdocs+ 
package, do not include any CP/ M 
software with the RAM-disks. 

Hard Disk Special 

Ten megabytes of hard-disk storage 
for the Epson QX-10/16 is now 
available at a special introductory 
price of $995.00. The P.R.O. 
Systems HD510A is fully Epson 
compatible and comes complete 
with a one-year warranty and 
documentation. Call RSI now for 
this special offer. 

SHIPPING DELAYS 

Thank you for supporting Rising 
Star Industries! The response to 
RSl 's new marketing campaign, 
overwhelming interest, and rave 
reviews have temporarily flooded 
our order processing department. 
Thank you all for your patience. 

RETURN MATERIALS 
AUTHORIZATIONS {RMA) 

Before returning a product to 
RSI , it is recommended that you 
contact the Customer Sales and 
Service Department for a RMA 
number. Obtaining this number will 
ensure the proper disposition of the 
returned merchandise and the 
crediting of your account (if 
necessary). 
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Industries. 
The color upgrade kit includes a color 

board and a high resolution NEC color 
monitor. The price of the color upgrade 
kit is only $1350.00, plus freight. 
However, if you purchase your color 
upgrade kit before 31 December 85 , you 
can take advantage of the Christmas 
Special and purchase the color upgrade 
for only $995.00, plus freight. This 
Christmas Special is good for end users 
only. 

All customer service, warrantees , etc. 
will be handled directly by Exim Color 
Graphics Systems. Dealers and distribu
tors are encouraged to contact Exim 
directly at 213-380-5668. 

Checks should be made payable to 
Exim Color Graphics Systems, and sent to 
Rising Star Industries, 25500 Hawthorne 
Blvd, Suite 2000 , Torrance, CA 90505. 
Personal and company check orders will 
require a ten-day clearance period before 
shipping. Currently we cannot accept 
credit card orders for the color upgrade 
kit. 

Quantities are limited at the present 
time, so be sure to get your order in 
quickly. For more information , call us at 
213-373-9127 or 213-373-9112. 

NOTE: The color upgrade kit 
described above will work with Valdocs 
and CP/ M 2.26. It does not work with MS
DOS software at this time. * 

Rising Star is Hi ring 

How would you like to be a Rising 
Star? Consider a career with our fast 
growing company. Write and tell us why 
you 're the Rising Star we've been looking 
for. Interested parties should submit 
resumes and salary requirements to: 

Rising Star Industries 
25500 Hawthorne Blvd. 
Torrance, CA 90505 
ATIN : Berni Jeter 

Dir. Personnel 

Immediate Openings: 

We are presently seeking qualified 
telephone sales personnel with QX-10 
and/ or micro-computer experience. 
Qualified individuals should be willing to 
commute and work out of our Torrance 
office. Call today for an appointment. 
(213) 373-9112 . * 



RSI PToducts 

VALDOCS+ 
The lastest release of Valdocs featuring greatly increased integration and speed. 
With Valdocs+ you can now pass data from the Spreadsheet to the Editor, and 
merge data from the Cardfile and Address Book to the Editor for report 
generation and MAILMERGE. Valdocs+ includes extensive Help files and a 
manual. $249.00 
Registered owners of Valdocs 2 may purchase Valdocs+ for $200.00 

VALPAINT/VALDRAW 
Rising Star's exciting graphics package can be used for everything from 
designing building or landscapes to creating fashion designs or interior 
decorations. The package includes everything you need to get started: Valdraw, 
Valpaint, two manuals and a Mouse Systems optical mouse (retail value of 
$175.00). $495.00 

THE VALDOCS PACKAGE 
Now there is an easy way for you to get all the software you' ll probably ever need 
for your Epson and save a considerable sum of money. It's called the Valdocs 
Package and it contains Valdocs+ and Valdraw and Valpaint (both described 
above) and the fol lowing soon-to-be-released products: 

Slides how 
Val Spell 
Val Check 
How-To-V+ 
Final Valdocs Release (when released) 
All updates/upgrades as released 
Valuable coupons for hardware discounts 

(Bought individually, total suggested retail value - $1339.00) 
There are several purchasing options for the Valdocs Package: 
Cash Prices 

Valdocs Package with Mouse - $449.00 
Valdocs Package with Mouse for registered owners of Valdocs 2 - $400.00 
Valdocs Package without Mouse - $349.00 
Valdocs Package without Mouse for registered owners of Valdocs 2 - $300.00 

Installment Plan Prices (for credit card holders only) 
Valdocs Package with Mouse - $74.83 at time of purchase and five monthly 
payments of $74.83 
Valdocs Package with Mouse for registered owners of Valdocs 2 - $66.67 at 
time of purchase and five monthly payments of $66.67 
Valdocs Package without Mouse - $58.16 at time of purchase and five 
monthly payments of $58.1 6 
Valdocs Package without Mouse for registered owners of Valdocs 2 - $50.00 
at time of pur.ehase and five monthly payments of $50.00 

VALDRAW/VALPAINT OWNERS 
Registered owners of Va/draw/Va/paint may purchase the Va/docs Package for 
$4g.oo 

RSIBASIC VERSION 2+ 
The Epson QX-10 is one of the most graphically sophisticated personal 
computers on the market, utilizing the powerful NEC 7220 graphics controller 
chip and 128K of dedicated video memory. RSIBASIC is the first (and only) 
BASIC to put that awesome graphics power at your fingertips. 
But RSIBASIC's power is not confined to graphics capabilities. It is also one of 
the most complete BASICs ever. It is fast, extremely easy to use, and it's 
versatility is unsurpassed. 
The package includes a 372-page manual, a diskette containing several demo 
programs, and two games which demonstrate the graphics capabilities of 
RSIBASIC. $149.95 

RSIBASIC COMPILER 
The RSI BASIC Pseudo-Compiler is designed for use with programs written in 
RSI BASIC. The Compiler uses about 19K bytes of memory, leaving 37K bytes for 
both your program and data area. The Compiler includes a 23-page manual 
which can be inserted into the RSIBASIC Manual. $75.00 
SPECIAL: Purchase RSIBASIC Version 2+ and the RSI BASIC Compiler at the 
same time at the special price of $200.00. 

RSI ASSEMBLY LANGUAGE. PROGRAMMING TOOLS/ 
TPM Ill USER'S GUIDE 
This package contains five major programming tools and complete 
documentation: 

MACRO Ill - Z-80 MACRO ASSEMBLER 
including information on 
Addressing and Relocation 
Pseudo-Ops 
Macros 
Machine Operation Mnemonics 
Operation of the Assembler 
Error Codes 
Object File Formats 

RSI Z-80 LINKER 
including information on 
Linker Input Format 
Non-Linkable File Options 
Linkable File Options 
RSI DEBUG I and II 
ZTEL - Z-80 TEXT EDITING 
LANGUAGE 

SEO SCREEN EDITOR 

Included in the package is. the TPM Iii User's. Guide which explains ihe unique 
features of the TPM operating. system underl.ying Valdocs. It will assist you in 
using TPM fo r your own special pro1ects. This useful guide contains detailed 
instructions for: 

TPM Ill Built-in Commands 
Using ZPIP 
Programming with TPM Ill 
Memory Management 
Zapple Mon itor and ZDDT 
TPM Ill System Call Reference 
Video Driver Functions 
Plus numerous appendices 

Included with the manual is a TPM utility disk containing various utility programs. 
Package price $70.00 TPM Ill User's Guide separately $35.00 

GRAPHICS DRIVER MANUAL 
A 300-page manual explaining how to use GDRIVER (the Graphics Display 
Processor). The manual contains valuable information on the mechanics involved 
in. using TPM (o°r CP/M) on a Z-80 CPU; the GDRIVER Engine; and the Drawing 
Option (D-Op) Codes. $35.00 

RSI TOOLS PACKAGE 
The RSI Tools Package is a convenient way for you to acquire all of the RSI 
programming tools available. The RSI Tools package contains the following 
products (which are described above): RSIBASIC Version 2+, RSIBASIC 
Compiler, TPM Ill User's Guide with Utilities, RSI Assembly Language 
Programming Tools, Graphics Driver Manual, valuable coupons for hardware 
discou.nts, and will include R4th when it is released. 
(Bought separately, total suggested retail value - $539.00) 
Total price for the RSI Tools Package - $195.00 
Registered owners of RSI BASIC Version 2+ and the RSI BASIC Compiler may 
purchase the package for $49.00 
Registered owners of just RSI BASIC Version 2+ may purchase the package for 
$75.00 

VALPAINT COLORING BOOKS 
The Valpaint Coloring Books contain collections of line drawings designed for 
use with Valpaint. You can color the d rawings using all the tools, patterns, and 
shades available in Valpaint. Or let your imagination take over and edit the 
drawings. There's even a small "clip art" file so you can create your own coloring 
book pictures. 
Volume I $19.95 (FREE if you complete and return the postage-paid Product 
Registration Card which you will find in the Valdraw/Valpaint package) 
Volume II $24.95 Volume Ill $24.95 

CUSTOMER SERVICES TECHNICAL BULLETINS 
These Bulletins are designed to be another method of supporting our customers. 
The Bul letins will be published bi-monthly on disk and wil l contain such things 
as workarounds to known bugs, bug fixes with instructions on how to update 
your disks, information on how to get the most from the features in Valdocs, and 
more. $25.00 for a one year subscription 

HOW-TO-V2 
In the interim while you're waiting for your Valdocs 2 documentation from Epson, 
we thought you might like to have some documentation to get you started. How
To-V2 is 300 pages of documentation written by RSI staff for internal use. The 
manual is published on multiple disks written in Valdocs 2 so you can print out 
your own hard copy. $19.95 

INDEPENDENT PROGRAMMERS' GUILD (IPG) RELEASES 
Early Learner's Toolkit 
An activity disk for children between ages three and six. Contains nine separate 
activities including programs for learning numbers, letters, counting, adding and 
more. $34.95 
Early Reader's Toolkit 
A learning activity program for children between the ages of five and eight. Helps 
children learn to read by asking them to correctly identify pictures drawn on the 
screen. $34.95 

Mission USA 
An educational geography program about the United States for children 
ages eight and up, teaches them physical locations of states, key facts 
about states and more. $34.95 

Mini-Arcade 
Contains three game programs: GO-BANG, a tic-tac-toe game from the 
Orient; SORCERER'S CURSE, a castle maze adventure game; 
SPACEWARS, an intergalactic battle game. $29.95 

NOTE: Some of you have inquired about updates to the TPM II Manual. 
There are no updates to this manual. 
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RISING STAR 
INDUSTRIES 
25500 Hawthorne Blvd. 
Suite 2000 . 
Torrance 
California 
90505 

Address Correction Requested 

MAILING LIST I PRODUCT ORDER FORM 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
Los Angeles, CA 
Permit No. 38190 

D I would like to receive your free publication, THE RISING STAR. Please add my name to your mailing list. 

0 Please send me, free of charge, copies of THE VALDOCS PH I LOSO PHY, PARTS 1 & 2. 

D I would like to order the following RSI products: 

Qty. 

D Check/M.O. enclosed 
D C.O.D. ($1.90 charge) 

Description 

D Visa D MasterCard D American Express 

Unit Price 

TOTAL$ 

CA residents add 6%% tax 

Canadian orders add $5 bank chg. 

GRAND TOTAL$ 

PHONE ( 

Total 

ADDRESS~~~~~~~~~~---------~~----------------~ 

CITY~-~-~--------------------- STATE _____ ZIP ____ _ 

CARD#~----------------------------- EXP. DATE ____ _ 

SIGNATURE~----------------------------- DATE ____ _ 

NOTE: Personal checks require up to a 15-day-clearance period before shipping. No personal checks accepted on C.O.D. orders. All 
prices include shipping via U.P.S. within the U.S. Out-of-country orders subject to extra shipping charges . Valdocs is a registered trademark 
of Rising Star Industries. 

Mail to: RISING STAR INDUSTRIES, 25500 Hawthorne Blvd., Suite 2000, Torrance, CA90505, or phone213/373-9112. 
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